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STEVEN POINT:  You  h e a r d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  we've 

e v e r  h a d a  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e b e f o r e . I s t h e r e any 

d i s c u s s i o n ? 

ABEL JOE: 

The r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t was p r e s e n t e d t o t h e 

A s s e m b l y ,  i s t h e g rea tes t  h o n o u r  we c o u l d  b e s t o w  on o u r p a s t 

p r e s i d e n t . The t h i n g s he d i d f o r u s , how he  g u i d e d  e v e r y 

one o f u s ,  many  o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s a c r o s s  Canada  d i d n o t 

a g r e e  w i t h t h i n g s t h a t he d i d f o r us b u t i t ' s  gone  r i g h t 

t h r o u g h  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d . He d i d n o t do  j u s t  f o r  B r i t i s h 

C o l u m b i a  b u t a c r o s s  C a n a d a ,  t h e w o r l d and  i n t o  t h e U n i t e d 

N a t i o n s .  M o s t  o f t h e  t i m e  I  know  he d i d n o t go  t h r o u g h  t h e 

e x p e n s e s  o f t h e  U n i o n  o f C h i e f s . I t h i n k i t ' s t h e g r e a t e s t 

h o n o u r  we c o u l d  b e s t o w  on o u r p a s t P r e s i d e n t . The way t h e 

r e s o l u t i o n  r e a d , t h e way I  u n d e r s t o o d  i t ,  i n o u r I n d i a n 

word ,  i f I c o u l d be c o r r e c t e d by E l d e r W i l f r e d S y l v e s t e r , 

i s  t h a t he  w i l l  be o u r  ' l a m a h a h h n i 1 ,  i n o t h e r  words  i n 

E n g l i s h ,  h e ' l l  be t h e ' g r e a t e s t a d v i s o r '  among  o u r  p e o p l e 

h e r e  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a .  I  know  he  w i l l  n o t  have  v e r y  much 

t o do w i t h now, b u t  maybe  t h e way h e ' s g o i n g t o  c o n d u c t  h i s 

l i f e - s t y l e  b e h i n d  U n i o n  o f C h i e f s . A man o f h i s  c a l l i b r e  i s 

one o f t h e g r e a t e s t t h i n g s t h a t he has  done  f o r t h e  w h o l e  o f 

Canada.  I f I c o u l d  remember,  he was t h e man who  b r o u g h t  t h e 

NIB  b a c k  t o  l i f e ,  he was t h e man t h a t  went  a c r o s s  Canada 

t o  wake  up I n d i a n  p e o p l e  o f  wha t  we ' re  f a c e d w i t h , and I am 

s u r e t h a t  e v e r y o n e  o f us  f e e l  t h a t we s h o u l d c o n t r i b u t e 

s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h i s  man, o f h i s  c a l i b r e ,  and o f h i s age and 

h e a l t h . 

T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  t h i n g t h a t has  b e e n 

m e n t i o n e d  a l r e a d y  among  o u r  p e o p l e  t h a t  when  we go  home,  and 

go t o  e a c h  member  o f t h e  b a n d s ,  and a s k  them  f o r  d o n a t i o n s 

t o  keep  o u r  f i g h t  g o i n g .  When we  came  h e r e  y e s t e r d a y , we 

were  c a u g h t  w i t h n o t h i n g i n o u r  p o c k e t ,  and  s t i l l  t h e r e was 
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a lot of people who donated and the last man that presented 
2,000 pennies, that was r e a l l y something because even a penny 
counts i n our struggle today. Some of us might think ' l e t 
them do i t " . We're always t a l k i n g about 'they', who are 'they'? 
We are 'they'! I t ' s everyone of us that has to dig for our l a s t 
penny, l e t us do i t . We don't want to depend too much on other 
funding to carry through our struggle. I t ' s not only that 
struggle with the Constitution, but i t i s many, many other 
things that we have to deal with. Everything that i s mentioned, 
or any res o l u t i o n that i s brought Into the Assembly, i s going 
to cost. And the money that the Union of B. C. Indian Chiefs 
has got, i s not enough. When the Secretary of State comes i n 
th i s afternoon, I think we should prepare many questions for 
him. As a Cu l t u r a l Researcher i n Cowichan, I dug into many 
of the t r e a t i e s and a l l the recommendations and everything 
that the former governments presented to the Indian people. 
There i s one that I found, I don't know what year i t was, 
when the f i r s t DPs, they c a l l them, "Delayed Pioneers", bought 
the land for maybe $1 for every ten acres or so, and half of 
that money i s suppose to go to the Secretary of State. Where 
does the Secretary of State get t h e i r money from? That's the 
question that I would l i k e to present to that man. The face 
of t h e i r d o l l a r b i l l i s worth nothing without our natural 
resources. And l i s t e n i n g to everthing that went on yesterday, 
how each government that we e l e c t to govern us, i s putting 
us down to the ground, a l l the money they have, the government 
i s even a f r a i d of the big companies because they would get no 
money from them. The d o l l a r rules the day, and that's our 
d o l l a r . There i s no way they could get to p r i n t that d o l l a r 
b i l l without our natural resources. 

I think that's the biggest tribute to our 
past president. The way the resolution sounds to me, there w i l l 
be l i t t l e things involved, t h e i r t r a v e l l i n g expenses, i f the 

. . . .176 



-175-
Council of Elders is go inf. to be formed. When we think of the 
E l d e r s , t h e knowledge and wisdom t h e y have, i t ' s t h e g r e a t e s t 
t h i n g f o r a l l t h e young, p e o p l e here t h a t are l i s t e n i n g . E v e r y 
one o f us has t o d i g i n and h e l p t h a t r e s o l u t i o n o u t so i t 
w i l l be something. I t ' s n o t j u s t t o pass h e r e , and f o r g e t 
about. When i t goes i n t o t h e book, we l o s e i t . I t i s the 
g r e a t e s t t h i n g amongst t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e when a man r e c e i v e s 
an:-. I n d i a n name. I c o u l d see t h e I n d i a n coming back i n t o l i f e , 
and g o i n g back and l i v e on t h e e a r t h , and u n d e r s t a n d the e a r t h 
w i t h one mind. Even the s p i r i t u a l d a n c i n g i n o u r a r e a i s coming 
up. I t d i e d when t h e I n d i a n Department p r o h i b i t e d t h e I n d i a n s 
from h a v i n g p o t l a t c h e s , c o n f i s c a t e d e v e r y t h i n g t h a t we had 
because a l l t h o s e t h i n g s t h a t t h e I n d i a n b e l i e v e d b e f o r e t h e 
w h i t e man came, t h e i r f o rm o f p r a y e r , t o a t r e e , t o a n y t h i n g 
t hey have, t h e y gave t h a n k s . Even b e f o r e t h e y t o u c h i t , the. 
I n d i a n p e o p l e r e s p e c t e d t h e t r e e , e s p e c i a l l y t h e c e d a r , t h e 
k i n g o f t h e f o r e s t s , where we got our c l o t h i n g , our canoes, 
our s h e l t e r and e v e r y t h i n g . T h a t ' s the t h i n g we are f o r g e t t i n g , 
and l e t ' s g e t t h e young p e o p l e t o do a l o t o f r e s e a r c h o f the 
ways and means t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e d i d l o n g b e f o r e the w h i t e man 
came. I f we don't, we're g o i n g t o l o s e e v e r y t h i n g . 

We1 r e f o r t u n a t e enough t h a t we have 
many of our E l d e r s i n Cowichan t h a t remember- many t h i n g s , and 
we're p u t t i n g i t i n book form. I've w r i t t e n t h e Cowichan 
I n d i a n Language and a l l o f t h e s e t h i n g t h a t I l e a r n e d from our 
E l d e r s i s g o i n g t o go i n t o t h e s c h o o l s , a l l e x c e p t the s p i r i -
t u a l things t h a t we do i n t h e longhouse where i f an I n d i a n boy 
wants t o l e a r n , o r anybody has t o go t o our l i b r a r y and r e a d 
i t , i t c a n ' t go out o f our own l i b r a r y . I t ' s n o t g o i n g t o be 
put p u b l i c , many t h i n g s t h a t we got from our E l d e r s , i t ' s n o t 
g o i n g t o be p u t p u b l i c so t h a t ' s one t h i n g t h a t I r e a l l y go 

b e h i n d t h a t r e s o l u t i o n , f o r our p a s t p r e s i d e n t . I g i v e him 
honour f o r t h a t . Thank you. 
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CHIEF B I L L ROBERTS: (Kwawkewlth Band) 
I t h i n k i t i s v e r y good t o r e c o g n i z e 

one of;' o ur l e a d e r s . Why r e c o g n i z e o n l y one? I n our own t e r r i 
t o r i e s we have l e a d e r s t o o . One o f t h e men t h a t r e a l l y s t a r t e d 
the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f Canada i s Andrew P a u l from the Squamish 
Band. We f o r g o t a l l about t h e gentleman. He worked w i t h o u t 
pay. A t a me e t i n g , he made I t p o s s i b l e f o r our p e o p l e t o u n i t e 
Canada. And we have t h e N o r t h e r n T e r r i t o r i e s , P e t e r K e l l y 
and t h e N i s h g a s . We s h o u l d p u t them a l l t o g e t h e r as l e a d e r s , 
not o n l y r e c o g n i z e one. We haven't a c c o m p l i s h e d v e r y much 
y e t , we a r e s t i l l a square m a r b l e , we have t o s t a r t o v er a g a i n . 
Our r i g h t s have been based on t h e l a n d q u e s t i o n . We've been 
t r y i n g f o r many y e a r s i n our t e r r i t o r y , we s u b s c r i b e t o the 
A l l i e d T r i b e s f o r many y e a r s , a l l t h r o u g h my l i f e . I sub
s c r i b e d f o r f u n d i n g from d i f f e r e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r our r i g h t s . 
We have t o r e c o g n i z e t h e o t h e r p e o p l e t o o , n o t o n l y one. We 
r e c o g n i z e t h e p e o p l e who's g o i n g t o w i n our r i g h t s i n Canada, 
we're n o t h i n g h e r e , o ur p e o p l e have q u a l i t i e s , d e d i c a t e d 
p e o p l e , w i t h o u t pay. T h i s i s what I want t o say, t o r e c o g n i z e 
a l l o f our l e a d e r s t h a t has gone. 

CHIEF RON JOHN: (Hope Band) 
I s u p p o r t the r e s o l u t i o n 100%, b u t I 

do a l s o agree w i t h t h e o l d gentleman who spoke b e f o r e me. I t ' s 
not t o o l a t e t o s t a r t r e c o g n i z i n g and a p p r e c i a t i n g the g r e a t 
l e a d e r s o f t o d a y w h i l e t h e y a r e h e r e , t o show a p p r e c i a t i o n 
f o r t he ones t h a t p a s s e d and have gone t o t h e o t h e r w o r l d . I 
have g r e a t r e s p e c t f o r many o f the l e a d e r s t h a t went b e f o r e 
us. I can s t i l l h e a r t h e i r words and t h e i r b a t t l e s . We have 
a l o t t o l e a r n , t h i s i s a v e r y young c o u n t r y when you're speak
i n g i n f o r e i g n p e o p l e s ' language b u t i t ' s an o l d c o u n t r y the 
way we see i t . I ' d l i k e t o see a Grand C o u n c i l o f Honourary 
C h i e f s i n B. C., where t h e y have a v a s t knowledge o f the f i g h t 
t h a t went on b e f o r e u s . We can l e a r n from t h a t , we can l e a r n 
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how not to get buried, with the advice of these great men. We 
have a few o f them s i t t i n g h ere t o d a y . I'm sure when t h e Coun 
c i l of Grand C h i e f s i s o r g a n i z e d , and t h e y .meet r e g u l a r l y 
t o a d v i s e our young C h i e f s , t h a t our f r o n t i s g o i n g t o be 
s t r o n g e r , and our b a t t l e , l o o k i n g t h r o u g h t h a t t u n n e l , i s 
g o i n g t o g e t b r i g h t e r . I have a l o t t o l e a r n as a l e a d e r , 
but I a p p r e c i a t e everybody's o p i n i o n as w e l l , I hope t h e y 
a p p r e c i a t e mine. W h i l e I am up h e r e , I would l i k e t o say 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o our new E x e c u t i v e o f t h e Union of B. C. 
I n d i a n C h i e f s . I have a l i t t l e a d v i c e , my own o p i n i o n , and 
I've heard i t h e r e a few t i m e s o v e r the l a s t c o u p l e o f days, 
and t h a t t o open our d o o r s , our minds, and our h e a r t s . And 
w i t h t h i s new l e a d e r s h i p , I see a new momentum f o r m i n g because 
the new f a c e s on t h e b oard a r e young and e n e r g e t i c , and I 
know t h e y have a s t r o n g t o u g h j o b a g a i n s t them f i g h t i n g f o r 
u s , because the f i n a n c i n g i s g o i n g t o have t o come from the 
p e o p l e . I would say we open our doors and be more open, so 
t h a t t h i s Union can grow as the U nion o f C h i e f s f o r t h e p e o p l e 
and t h a t we l i s t e n t o everybody's problems as we w i l l have 
them l i s t e n t o o u r s . Thank you. 
CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: ( T s a r t l i p Band) 

I j u s t w i s h t o thank th e C h i e f from 
B e l l a C o o l a f o r b r i n g i n g t h i s t o our a t t e n t i o n and r e c o g n i z i n g 
our l e a d e r s w h i l e t h e y are s t i l l a l i v e . I f e e l t h e same way 
as B i l l R o b e r t s t h a t sometimes we s h o u l d g i v e acknowledgement 
t o the l e a d e r s t h a t have pass e d on. I thank Ed Moody f o r 
p r e s e n t i n g t h i s r e s o l u t i o n . The band s h e e t s t h a t I have i n 
f r o n t o f me from E s q u i m a l t , L y a c k s o n , Songhees, Chemainus, 
and m y s e l f , we would n o t be c o l l e c t i n g our h o n o r a r i u m f o r the 
espenses t h a t we i n c u r r e d h e r e . We want t h a t t r a n s f e r r e d 
back t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n E x p r e s s o r t o the second phase o f our 
b a t t l e . So t h e s e bands w i l l n o t be c o l l e c t i n g t h e i r pay, we 
a r e here a t our own expense. 
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STEVEN POINT: I n terms o f t h e r e s o l u t i o n i t s e l f , 
j u s t t o answer some o f t h e c o n c e r n s t h a t have been b r o u g h t 
up, i n a d d i t i o n o r the addendum t o t h e r e s o l u t i o n c l e a r l y 
i d e n t i f i e d t h e p r o c e s s o f e s t a b l i s h i n g a S e n a t e, and I would 
hope t h a t i n c o r p o r a t e s , n o t o n l y t h e l e a d e r s o f t oday b u t 
t h e l e a d e r s o f y e s t e r d a y . I c e r t a i n l y t h i n k t h a t i t c o u l d 
be i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o t h e meaning o f t h e r e s o l u t i o n . I am 
g o i n g t o s t o p d i s c u s s i o n on t h e r e s o l u t i o n , and e x e r c i s e the 
a u t h o r i t y o f t h e C h a i r , I'm g o i n g t o c a l l q u e s t i o n on t h a t 
motion t o make George Manuel, t h r o u g h e l e c t i o n o f the C h i e f s 
r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e U n i o n , a Grand C h i e f w i t h t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
o f e s t a b l i s h i n g an E l d e r ' s Senate, a C o u n c i l o f Grand C h i e f s 
I n B. C. I c a l l q u e s t i o n on t h a t m o t i o n , and I would ask 
a l l t h e d e l e g a t e s here who a r e i n f a v o u r o f t h a t m o t i o n t o 
i n d i c a t e i n t h e u s u a l manner. Are t h e r e any opposed? I 
don't know how many Grand C h i e f s we have i n B. C , I don't 
even know i f we've e v e r done t h i s b e f o r e , b u t f o r me a t l e a s t , 
t h i s i s p r o b a b l y t h e f i r s t t i me t h a t I ' l l e v e r meet a Grand 
C h i e f . I'm f u r e f o r t h e most o f us i t w i l l be the f i r s t as 
w e l l . On t h a t b a s i s , I would l i k e t o ask George Manuel t o 
come up and a c c e p t t h i s honour g i v e n t o him from the r e p r e s e n 
t a t i v e s , t h e C h i e f s o f t h i s P r o v i n c e . L a d i e s and Gentlemen, 
I g i v e you our f i r s t Grand C h i e f o f B.C., George Manuel. 

GEORGE MANUEL: Thank you v e r y much, Mr. Chairman, 
b o t h Chairman, the C h i e f s and t h e d e l e g a t e s o f t h i s C o n f e r e n c e . 
I t h i n k i t was p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e r e ' s some g r e a t l e a d e r s 
who have n o t been g i v e n t h e r e q u i r e d r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t t h e y 
s h o u l d have had when t h e y were a l i v e . There i s a g r e a t d e a l 
o f t r u t h t o t h a t , from a l l t h e p e o p l e t h a t have been i n v o l v e d . 
We o f t e n t a l k about g r e a t l e a d e r s , our own I n d i a n l e a d e r s , 
but we a l w a y s t a l k about them a f t e r t h e y d i e , and I guess 
f o r t h i s r e a s o n , I r e a l l y d e e p l y a p p r e c i a t e t h i s honour t h a t 
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has been given to me at this conference. I can go into a 
l o t about t h e g r e a t l e a d e r s t h a t have gone by. Andrew P a u l 
t o me, was one o f t h e Champions t h a t I worked under when I 
was j u s t a young boy up i n my r e s e r v e i n Chase. I n 19 52, 
I wrote him a l e t t e r t e l l i n g him about th e problems t h a t the 
I n d i a n s were h a v i n g i n the I n t e r i o r o f B. C. A t t h a t time 
t h e y were d e n y i n g I n d i a n p e o p l e h e a l t h s e r v i c e s , m e d i c i n e , 
h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n and so f o r t h . I can remember t h a t . A t t h a t 
time I d i d n ' t know the man a t a l l , but I wrote him a l e t t e r 
from Chase. I wrote t o N o r t h Vancouver because I d i d n ' t 
know what h i s a d d r e s s was, I j u s t p u t N o r t h Vancouver, and 
he answered t o me i m m e d i a t e l y . He t o l d me t h a t I s h o u l d 
not pay my d o c t o r b i l l , o r any b i l l , t h a t t h e H e a l t h S e r v i c e s 
were t r y i n g t o make me pay. The r e ason he s a i d was t h a t the 
l a n d t h a t t h e w h i t e p e o p l e occupy b e l o n g e d t o t h e I n d i a n 
p e o p l e , and t h e l a n d was s t o l e n from the I n d i a n p e o p l e . 
T h i s was t h e l e t t e r t h a t he wrote t o me, t h e I n d i a n s any
where s h o u l d n ' t have t o o r w i l l n o t as f a r as I am concerned, 
pay t h e i r d o c t o r o r f o r h e a l t h s e r v i c e s . T h a t ' s the e x p e r i e n c e 
I had w i t h Andrew P a u l , s i n c e t h e n we worked t o g e t h e r u n t i l 
he d i e d . I l e a r n e d a l o t from him b e f o r e he d i e d i n t h a t 
p e r i o d o f t i m e . But t h e r e are a l s o a l o t o f o t h e r p e o p l e , 
you can go on and on, who have s a c r i f i c e d , as B i l l R o b e r t s 
p o i n t e d o u t . There were many s a c r i f i c e s t h a t were made by 
i n d i v i d u a l I n d i a n p e o p l e r i g h t a c r o s s t h e P r o v i n c e , r i g h t 
a c r o s s Canada. I can remember when I n d i a n p e o p l e a l l o v e r 
the c o a s t and t h e i n t e r i o r d i d n ' t want any money from the 
government a t a l l . They were a f r a i d i f t h e y a c c e p t e d money 
from the government, t h e y were s u r r e n d e r i n g t h e i r a b o r i g i n a l 
r i g h t s t o t h e government, and so t h a t i s what we a r e t a l k i n g 
about a t t h i s c o n f e r e n c e . That i s the v e r y key t h a t happened 
about our l i f e , now i t i s our f a c e t o d a y . I guess the g overn
ment has a c c e p t e d t h e f a c t t h a t we have s u r r e n d e r e d . That's 
the r e a s o n why our p e o p l e a r e v e r y shocked about the a c t i o n s 

. . . .181 



-180-
that the Canadian Government is pursuing to patriate the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n . You've been t o l d y e s t e r d a y i n t h e p a s t two 
days what t h e p a t r i a t i o n means. I t means Canada wants t o 
b r i n g t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n back t o Canada and d i v o r c e i t s p o l i t i 
c a l r e l a t i o n s w i t h G r e a t B r i t a i n and t h e y w i l l now govern 
t o t a l l y under t h e i r terms and t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s how I n d i a n s 
s h o u l d l i v e under a s s i m i l a t e d s i t u a t i o n . We've been f o r e 
warned by many o f our E l d e r s t h i s was g o i n g t o t a k e p l a c e , 
but we n e v e r l i s t e n e d . A l o t o f our p e o p l e n e v e r l i s t e n e d 
t o our E l d e r s who have d i e d , and a l o t o f our E l d e r s t h a t 
a r e s t i l l a l i v e , t h a t t h i s was g o i n g t o happen. Now a l l o f 
a sudden, we r e a l i z e t h a t our backs are a g a i n s t the w a l l . 
I can sense a c o n c e r n a t t h i s c o n f e r e n c e , a r e a l urgency. 
There a r e two P r o v i n c e s t h a t are d o i n g something about i t . 
I was i n f o r m e d by t h e A l b e r t a I n d i a n s t h a t t h e y a r e g o i n g 
t o be p u t t i n g i n $80,000 towards t h i s f i g h t . They've a l r e a d y 
spent $20,000, but t h e y a r e g o i n g t o go i n w i t h us and work 
t o g e t h e r t o f i g h t t h i s b a t t l e . T h a t ' s h a r d c a s h money, they've 
got i t r i g h t on t h e t a b l e a l r e a d y . So I gave t h i s message 
t h i s m o rning t o them from t h e d e l e g a t e s o f t h e UBCIC that, 
we've g a t h e r e d about $30,0 00 up t o t h i s morning. That's 
$115,000, we've g a t h e r e d a l r e a d y up t o now. We need f a r 
more as f a r as t h i s f i g h t i s c o n c e r n e d . I t i s v e r y e n c o u r a g 
i n g because f o r t h e f i r s t t i me i n my e x p e r i e n c e as a l e a d e r , 
i t l o o k s l i k e we a r e l i s t e n i n g t o t h e E l d e r s . We a r e l i s 
t e n i n g t o our c o n s t i t u e n t s , t o p e o p l e who e l e c t us as C h i e f s , 
we're l i s t e n i n g t o t h e p e o p l e who a r e c o n c e r n e d t h a t our 
l a n d i s g o i n g t o be s t o l e n , our f i s h i n g i s g o i n g t o be s t o l e n , 
and our i d e n t i t y has been s t o l e n . Mr. Chairman, f o r t h i s r e a s o n , 
I a c c e p t t h i s h o n o u r a r y p o s i t i o n . t o be a Grand C h i e f . I 
t h o u g h t I was g o i n g t o be r e t i r i n g , b u t i t ' s n o t r e a l l y 
r e t i r e m e n t t h a t you a r e t a l k i n g about when you d e l e g a t e t h i s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I t r e q u i r e s a l o t o f work t o put t o g e t h e r 
a Senate o f E l d e r s , a b o a r d o f E l d e r s . I would l i k e t o g e t 
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some of these Elders like Sylvester, and other people, to help 
because i t ' s g o i n g t o r e q u i r e a l o t o f p e o p l e s ' mind t o be 
a b l e t o put t h i s t o g e t h e r , and t o c o n t i n u e the f i g h t t h a t 
we have. To c o n c l u d e , I thank you v e r y much f o r r e c o g n i z i n g 
me f o r t h e work t h a t I have done i n the p e r i o d t h a t I have 
been w i t h you p e o p l e , and I am g l a d you d i d i t w h i l e I am 
s t i l l a l i v e . Thank you v e r y much. 
STEVEN POINT: The cooks a r e r e a l l y g e t t i n g angry 
w i t h me because I've been k e e p i n g the c o n f e r e n c e o v e r , however, 
I've been w a i t i n g f o r t h i s moment f o r q u i t e a few minutes i n 
terms o f t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n t o George. We do have one problem 
and t h a t i s i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e time c o n t r a i n t t h a t I am 
g o i n g t o beg t h e d i s c r e t i o n o f t h e assembly. We have two 
c h o i c e s a t t h i s t i m e , perhaps a f t e r l u n c h we won't see as 
many d e l e g a t e s as we s h o u l d , t h e f a c t i s we have the g e n t l e 
man from S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e w i t h us a t t h i s t i m e . We o r i g i 
n a l l y i n d i c a t e d a t t h e C h i e f s C o u n c i l t h a t we would a l l o w 
him f i f t e e n m i n u t es t o make a p r e s e n t a t i o n . The q u e s t i o n 
t h a t I have f o r t h e d e l e g a t i o n i s would you l i k e t o hear h i s 
p r e s e n t a t i o n , o r would you l i k e t o e a t f i r s t . You want t o 
hear him now? Mr. B u r r o u g h s , are you here w i t h u s , from 
the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e ? I would ask no b o o i n g o r h i s s i n g . 

MR. BURROUGHS: Mr. Chairman, C h i e f s , and g u e s t s 
a t t h e UBCIC Assembly, I must say i t i s a dangerous t h i n g t o 
ask a p e r s o n o f my background t o speak f o r o n l y a few m i n u t e s , 
B a s i l Ambers, you may know what t h a t means, and some o t h e r 
p e o p l e , b u t I am p l e a s e d t o have t h e o p p o r t u n i t y , b u t not 
t o defend t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r the l a s t 114 y e a r s , b u t 
t o say something about th e r o l e o f t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e 
Department c u r r e n t l y p l a y s i n the f u n d i n g programs f o r r e p r e s e n 
t a t i v e I n d i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n s a c r o s s Canada f o r the l a s t t e n , 
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almost e l e v e n y e a r s , t h e b a s i c f u n d i n g programs f o r t h e 
p r o v i n c i a l I n d i a n S t a t u s and n o n - S t a t u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s has 
come from t h e N a v i v e Gore F u n d i n g Program. F o r most o f t h a t 
t i m e , i n most o f the P r o v i n c e s , i t i s meant t h a t t h e r e has 
has been f u n d i n g f o r one p r o v i n c i a l S t a t u s I n d i a n o r g a n i z a 
t i o n and one p r o v i n c i a l and r e g i o n a l n o n - S t a t u s I n d i a n 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . There has been some a d d i t i o n s t o t h i s i n 
O n t a r i o and Quebec, and t h i s p a s t y e a r , o r the c u r r e n t f i s c a l 
y e a r i n B r i t i s h C o lumbia, t h i s , has been a l t e r e d t o a l l o w 
t r i b a l c o u n c i l s o r d i s t r i c t c o u n c i l s , i f t h e y had t h e s t r o n g 
s u p p o r t o f t h e bands w i t h i n t h e i r a r e a s t o r e c e i v e f u n d i n g 
from t h e Core 
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Funding Program. There has been a l o t o f c o n c e r n about t h i s by t h e 
UBCIC and t h a t ' s n o t s u r p r i s i n g . Because the funds f o r the program 
were n o t i n c r e a s e d and i t meant t h a t i f T r i b a l C o u n c i l d i d n o t p u t t h e i r 
BCRs t o s u p p o r t t h e UBCIC I F THEY Put t h i e r a l l o c a t i o n t o the T r i b a l 
C o u n c i l i t meant a r e d u c t i o n i n the funds f o r the UBCIC i n t h i s c ase. 
The program t h a t has been o p e r a t i n g s i n c e 1971 i s e x p i r i n g a t t h e end o f 
Mar. and t h e Sec. o f S t a t e has s a i d t h a t b e f o r e the new program 
i s p u t i n p l a c e f o r n e x t Apr. C o n s u l t a t i o n must t a k e p l a c e w i t h 
t h e p r o v . O r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t had been u s i n g the Core F u n d i n g Progaram 
a c r o s s Canada and i n the case of B.C.jthe o r g a n i z e d t r i b a l o r d i s t . 
c o u n c i l t h a t have q u a l i f i e d f o r the funds t h i s y e a r or might i n the 
near f u t u r e . As a r e s u l t ^ w e are t r y i n g i n t h e n e x t few weeks t o complete 
c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h a l l the d i s t o r T r i b a l c o u n c i l s so t h a t we can f i n d 
out one c o u n c i l a t a time r a t h e r than h a v i n g them a l l t o g e t h e r as 
happened this w i n t e r . What t h e v i e w s o f t h e t r i b a l or d i s t c o u n c i l 
are in t h i s m a t t e r . And i f i t i s the s t r o n g w i s h o f some t r i b a l c o u n c i l 
t o be independent and not p a r t i c i p a t e i n a p r o v i n c i a l a s s o c i a t i o n 
and t h e i r band c o u n c i l c o n t i n u e t o s u p p o r t t h a t p o s i t i o n , t h e n 
the|i way the program i s a t t h e moment, th e y would be a b l e t o a l l o c a t e 
t h e i r p e r c a p i t a ^ share t o t h e i r own t r i b a l c o u n c i l . I t may be t h a t 
he new program w h i c h h a s n ' t been w | ( r i t t e n y e t and w i l l n o t be w r i t t e n 

u n t i l t h e r e p o r t s are completed on our v i s i t s t o v a r i o u s d i s t . and 
t r i b a l groups and p r o v . a s s o c i a t i o n s . I t may be an e n t i r e l y *g, d i f f e r e n t 
k i n d o f program and we have t o f i n d out what the t r i b a l or d i s t r i c t 
council that want that program to be and what the prov. associations 
want that program to be. During the next two weeks we hope to be 
meeting w i t h many o f the p e o p l e who a r e i n t h i s room as t h e y p a r t i c i p a t e 
in t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r t r i b a l or dist council and we are 
a t t e m p t i n g t o e s t a b l i s h t h e d a t e and time f o r a m e e t i n g w i t h the 
e x e c u t i v e o r o f f i c e r s o f t h e UBCIC as w e l l o r those who are g o i n g t o 
be a b a i l a b l e t o meet w i t h us a c o u p l e o f weeks from now. I t has been 
"a v e r y c o n f u s i n g y e a r f o r t h i s p a r t i c u l a r program o f the Sec of S t a t e 
because a t t h e same time t h a t t h e r e were BCRs b e i n g r e q u e s t e d by our 
dept., t h e DIA was d o i n g the same t h i n g and t h e y ended up h a v i n g d i f 
f e r e n t d a t e s and t h e r e was a l o t o f c o n f u s i o n which seemed i n e v i t a b l e . 
We hope t h a t we g e t a c l e a r message from the t r i b a l or d i s t c o u n c i l 
t h r o u g h o u t th e p r o v . and t h a t your own o r g a n i z a t i o n , your own new 
e x e c u t i v e , I guess i t i s now w i l l be a b l e t o put b e f o r e us t h e k i n d 
o f program t h a t t h e y b e l i e v e t h e Sec o f S t a t e ought t o have. I'm sure 
t h e y ' r e t i r e d o f t e l l i n g t h e Sec. o f S t a t e what t h e program s h o u l d be 
b u t we're b e i n g asked once a g a i n , now by a new m i n i s t e r , G e r a l d 
Reagan t o i n s u r e t h a t we get views o f t h e /\/ative p e o p l e and t h a t we 
t r y t o d e v e l o p w i t h them a program t h a t i s g o i n g t o p r o v i d e the c o r e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n d i n g t o a l l o w them t o do t h e i r work and t o c a r r y 
o u t a l l t h e i r o t h e r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s and l a n d 
c l a i m s and s o c i a l and economic development a c t i v i t i e s w hich are so 
i m p o r t a n t f o r you. Thank you. 
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STEVEN POINT: Okay, you've heard the report. Basically, he is telling 
you t h a t he w i l l be coming around t o the d i s t r i c t s , the t r i b a l coun. 
wantin g some i n f o r m a t i o n whether o r not you want your $ a l l o c a t e d 
to the d i s t . o r t h e t r i b a l c o u n c i l o r do you want i t g o i n g t o a c e n t r a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ? E s s e n t i a l l y the same k i n d o f t h i n g t h a t has happened 
p r e v i o u s l y w i t h t h e department and a g a i n a q u e s t i o n o f $. So i f 
th e r e a r e any q u e s t i o n s o r comments t h a t we can d i r e c t t o our r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e o f t h e Sec o f S t a t e h e r e . 
BASIL AMBERS:^ I ' d l i k e t o ask Bob, how d i d i t come about t h a t we're 
now being f o r c e d t o make a c h o i c e ? One o f the t h i n g s t h a t e v e r y man 
f a c e s and a l l d i s t r i c t c o u n c i l ^ f a c e j i s t h e l a c k o f $. Now you're coming 
up t o us and s a y i n g 'Where do you want your $ t o go?' 
The t h i n g t o me i s a d i v i s i v e f a c t o r . I s t h i s d e s i g n e d . 

BOB BURROUGHS: I'm sure t h a t i t s n o t d e s i g n e d b u t t h e r e are many p e o p l e 
who suggest t h a t i t is designed. The Sec o f S t a t e d e p t . r e c e i v e d 
p r o p o s a l s r e q u e s t s , demands from some p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 
o t h e r p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and t r i b a l c o u n c i l s who were n o t 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e p r o v i n c i a l group t h a t ' s n o t r e p r e s e n t e d h e r e . 
T h i s happened i n 1978 and a g a i n i n 1979 and 1980. Each time the Sec. 
of s t a t e d e p t . like i n 78 and 79 they said 'no i t s o n l y g o i n g t o one 
p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , "that's a n a t i o n a l program and t h a t ' s t h e way 
i t i s . But i n 19 80 when t h i s happened a g a i n , the d e c i s i o n was made 
by t h e Native C i t i z e n s Directorate of the dept i n Ottawa t o have a 
c o n s u l t a t i o n t o w r i t e t o t h e d i s t : c o u n c i l s t o b r i n g t h e v a r i o u s 
t r i b a l o r d i s t ' c o u n c i l s t o g e t h e r f o r a meeting and have t h a t as a 
p r i n c i p a l agenda i t e m f o r one day o f t h a t m e e t i n g . A t t h a t meeting 
the v o t e was a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2-1. I t was 11 t o 5 i n f a v o r o f d e c e n t r a 
l i z i n g t h e program o r a t l e a s t a l l o w i n g t r i b a l groups t o be funded by 
i t i f t h e y had BCR s u p p o r t from t h e i r band. That's what happened 
as I p o i n t e d o u t e a r l i e r the pot of money the funds a v a i l a b l e , did 
not i n c r e a s e , t h e r e f o r e , any s u p p o r t t h e t r i b a l councilsyimeant l e s s 
$5 f o r t h e p r o v i c i a l organi»tions and I agree w i t h you, i t p u t s 
bands and i t p u t s d i s t . c o u n c i l s and t r i b a l c o u n c i l i p j p o s i t i o n where 
t h e t ' e caught i n t h e squeeze u n l e s s t h e r e i s a d d i t i o n a l money p r o 
v i d e d and q u i t e f r a n k l y i f people ask a d v i c e o r s u g g e s t i o n s which t h e y 
may not do b u t some o f them a l r e a d y have and I s a i d ' I t h i n k t h a t you have 
to p r e s s u r e f o r an i n c r e a s e d pot o f moneys so t h a t t r i b a l c o u n c i l 
and d i s t c o u n c i l can be funded w i t h o u t n e c c e s s a r i l y t a k i n g money from 
the s u p p o r t o f t h e p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

STEVEN POINT: Thank you. I would l i k e t o p o i n t o u t t h a t you mentioned 
e a r l i e r t h a t t h e r e was ay^Lot o f c o n f u s i o n when t h i s -whole - f o r m u l a 
came about and I know from my d i s t r i c t j c o u n c i l , i t t o o k me a l o n g time 
t o r e a l i z e what t h a t whole t h i n g was about. When I d i d s i t 
back and look a t It. i t l o o k e d l i k e a government c o n c o c t e d p l a n 
wheter or not t o d i v i d e I n d i a n bands i n B.C. I f Sec. Of S t a t e s a t back and 
a n a l i z e d t h i n g o b j e c t i v e l y , t h e y would 
r e a l i z e ^ , t h a t t h i s i s what the whole t h i n g was g o i n g t o do. You're 
a s k i n g us now t o l o b b y a f t e r t h e f a c t . T h i s i s n ' t even the e l e v e n t h 
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hour we're talking about, this has gone past the 2 o'clock mark and 
I t h i n k you're a s k i n g us now t o do your j o b f o r you t o go and l o b b y 
f o r $ f o r your de p t . Thank you. 
Ray Hance: Looks l i k e he's been s c a l p e d a l r e a d y . But anyway, Bob, 
I j u s t wanted t o c l a r i f y a p o i n t h e r e . You mentioned BCRs a c o u p l e 
of t i m e s and t h e band t h a t d i d n ' t send a n y BCRS t h i s y e a r , t h e f u n d i n g 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXwhat happens t o t h a t ? 

BOB BURROUGHS: I f the m a j o r i t y o f the bands i n a d i s t r i c t counc. o r 
t r i b a l c o u n c i l a r e a a l l o c a t e d t h e i r p e r c a p i t a share t o t h e t r i b a l 
c o u n c i l i n case o f t h e a l l i a n c e , t h e a l l i a n c e was c o n s i d e r e d as a 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX t r i b a l group. I f t h e m a j o r i t y o f the 
bands r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e band membership i n t h o s e a r e a s 
a l l o c a t e d them t o t h a t group, t h e n t h a t ' s where t h a t money went. I n 
the case o f a t r i b . c o u n c i l a r e a where t h e r e were 8 bands and 5 s m a l l 
bands a l l o c a t e d t h e i r money t o the t r i b a l c o u n c i l , the o t h e r 3 bands 
t h a t r e p r e s e n t e d t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n a l l o c a t e d t h e i r s , d i d n ' t 

send BCRs, so a l l the money f o r t h a t a r e a went t o t h e UBCIC. And i f 
you're s p e a k i n g about Chemaniusl?. The Chemainus a t the time t h a t t h e 
l e t t e r went out and a t t h e time t h e d e a d l i n e was re a c h e d was a 
member as I u n d e r s t a n d o f the a l l i a n c e . They were c e r t a i n l y l i s t e d 
on the A l l i a n c e i n t h e communication I had w i t h the band o f f i c e , t h a t 
was t h e case# I t h i n k t h e r e was a change i n council j u s t about t h a t 
same t i m e and t h e BCR d i d not come t o our department. A l l t h e o t h e r 
bands i n t h e A l l i a n c e s u p p o r t e d t h e i r a l l o c a t i o n g o i n g t o the A l l i a n c e 
and so t h e i r share f o r a l l t h e bands i n t h a t a r e a go t o t h e A l l i a n c e . 
DIA had a d i f f e r e n t system . Wherever a band asked t h e i r money t o 
go, i f i t was t h e B.C. Homemakers o r what e v e r , i f one band asked t h e i r 
400.$ t o go t o one p l a c e t h a t ' s where i t went, b u t the Sec o f S t a t e 
Program s a i d u n l e s s i t i s t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y o f a d i s t . o r t r i c o u n c i l 

area p u t t i n g t h e i r funds i n one a r e a t h a t i t would n o t q u a l i f y i n t o 
the program. 

RAY HANCE: W e l l , what you t o l d me over the phone Bob was t h a t i f a 
BCR d i d n ' t come i n from my band, t h e n i t a u t o m a t i c a l l y went i n t o the 
UNION., so we d i d n ' t pursue i t any f u r t h e r . 

BOB BURROUGHS: AT The time , t h i s was about A p r i l t he 15, o r j u s t a f t e r 
the d e a d l i n e , when you were t a l k i n g about t h i s , I was t o l d by your 
o f f i c e t h a t the BCR was i n t h e m a i l . Oct one p o i n t when i t d i d n ' t a r r i v e 
t h e n I phoned b a c k b i t s t i l l hadn't a r r i v e d and the d e a d l i n e was t h e r e . 
A t t h a t t i m e , i t was my u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t t h a t ' s how i t was g o i n g t o 
work, t h a t i f you d i d ' n t g e t t h e BCR i n , t h e n i t was g o i n g on a u t o m a t i 
c a l l y t o the Unio n . In Ottawa, a t t h e N a t i v e C i t i z e n ' s d i r e c t o r a t e , 
t h e y had i n t e r p r e t e d i t d i f f e r e n t l y t h a t i f the m a j o r i t y o f bands were 
i n f a v o r o f a t r i b a l c o u n c i l t h e n a l l the a l l o c a t i o n for t h a t a r e a would 
go t o t h e t r i b a l c o u n c i l s . I f the m a j o r i t y o f bands were i n f a v o r o f 
th e U n i o n , t h e n a l l the money would go t o the Unio n . I tho u g h t up 
u n t i l about t h e m i d d l e o f May t h a t t h e d i r e c t o r o f the N a t i v e C i t i z e n s 
D i r e c t o r a t e and t h e peopl e h a n d l i n g the program XXXXX had g i v e n t h e 



b i a s i n f a v o r o f the UBCIC. But when t h e y came o u t w i t h t h e f i n a l 
d e c i s i o n t h a t went t o t h e m i n i s t e r , I guess your band i s r e a l l y t he 
main one t h a t , I c a n ' t t h i n k o f any o t h e r ^ s where t h a t happened. 
In f a c t , most o f t h e t r i b a l a r e a s were unanimous o r a l m o s t unaminous. 

STEVEN POINT: Thanks Bob, I guess Nov. 8, w e ' l l be meeting w i t h you 
and h o p e f u l l y w e ' l l c l e a r i t up from our d i s t r i c t b u t I do t h i n k t h a t 
i t s h o u l d be known t o assembly t h a t we d i d n o t pursue i t any f u r t h e r -
on the s t r e n g t h o f the c o n v e r s a t i o n t h a t you and I had t h a t i f the 
BCR d i d ' n t come t o t h e Sec. o f S t a t e , the f u n d i n g a u t o m a t i c a l l y 
went t o t h e Union and t h e BCR d i d n o t come i n from t h e band. 

BOB BURROUGHS: I acknowlege t h a t , b u t i f your BCR had come i n , i n 
f a v o r o f t h e Union, t h e money would s t i l l have gone i n t o t h e A l l i a n c e 
That's the p o i n t I"m making t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y went t h e o t h e r way, b u t 
you're q u i t e r i g h t . 

SPEAKER UNINDENTIFIED: When we met w i t h F r e d W a l c h l i , XXXXXXXXXXX 
about t h e L o c a l S e r v i c e Argreement, he s a i d i t came from t r e a s u r y 
board f o r t h e DIA WHO PUTS the l o c a l s e r v i c e agreement t o be s i g n e d 
b e f o r e we get our c a p i t a l . Why was t h a t ? Because I f e e l t h a t the 
money s h o u l d be spent t h e way t h e — c o u n c i l t h a t the peopl e see f i t 
and because f o l l o w i n g t h e i r r e g u l a t i o n s , i t s n o t d o i n g t h e bands an$y 
good. There's a l o t o f band t h a t d i d n ' t s i g n i t and t h e y d i d n ' t g e t 
any $. There's one b i g band i n our d i s t . t h a t ' s one o f the b i g g e s t 
bands i n t h e C A r i b o o C a r i b o u T r i b a l c o u n c i l who s u f f e r e d . I t c l o s e d 
down t h e i r band o f f i c e . I j u s t wnat t o know why we have t o send 
t h a t L o c a l S e r v i c e Agreement i r j o r d e r t o get $ 
STEVEN POINT: 
J u s t a p o i n t o f c l a r i f i c a t i o n , s i r . The gentleman we have w i t h us 
r i g h t now is from t h e Sec o f S t a t e and n o t from DIA. However, there 

may be somebody a f t e r l u c n h who c o u l d answer t h a t q u e s t i o n . 
C e r t a i n l y , i f t h a t ' s a c o n t e n t i u o s i s s u e i n terms o f S e r v i c e o f 
Agreement XXXXXXXXXXX I know t h a t t h e r e s been a comment t h a t I 
heard b e f o r e . Are t h e r e any q u e s t i o n s t h a t can be d i r e c t e d t o Bob 
Burroughs from the Sec o f S t a t e o r i s everyone s t a r t i n g t o g r o w l a t 
the s m e l l o f t h e l u n c h . 15 min i s up, the chairman s a y s , so I guess 
t h a t c u t s us o f f . I want t o thank Bob f o r coming down from the 
Sec o f S t a t e to a n s w e r i n g the q u e s t i o n s . I'm sure you w i l l a l l be a b l e 
t o get i n t o u c h w i t h him t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o n v e n t i o n o r t h e r e s t o f t h e 
day i f he's g o i n g t o be around. Thank you f o r coming down and making 
a p r e s e n t a t i o n . One f i n a l t h i n g b e f o r e l u n c h i s s e r v e d , t h e r e ' s a 
r a f f l e t h a t has got t o be drawn and I'm g o i n g t o ask W i l f r e d S y l v e s t e r 
t o do t h e draw f o r us. I t ' s f o r t h e totem p o l e t h a t you see s t a n d i n g 
i n f r o n t o f us h e r e , i t s worth $500. I t s c a r v e d by Roy Specif and t h e 
t i c k e t s were f o r $ each and t h e proceeds a re g o i n g t o the c o n s t i t u t i o n 
E x p r e s s . W e ' l l g e t W i l f r e d t o draw the w i n n i n g t i c k e t and whoever wins 
can t a k e t h e i r p r i z e w i t h them t h e n we can break f o r l u n c h . Are t h e r e 
anymore t i c k e t s " A p p a r e n t l y the r u l i n g here i s t h a t you must be here 
t o win the p r i z e so i f you're n o t p r e s e n t , then you cannot w i n . 



You want t o s e l l some more t i c k e t s b e f o r e we have the draw. Okay we 
w i l l w a i t t i l l a f t e r l u n c h b e f o r e draw. Anybody e l s e who h a s n ' t 
bought any t i c k e t s p l e a s e do so. We w i l l reconvene a t 10 t o 3. 
Thank you. 

Steven P O i n t : I'm g o i n g t o c a l l t h e c o n v e n t i o n t o o r d e r now. The 
f i r s t i t e m on the agenda t h a t we must d e a l w i t h a t t h i s timers t h e 
r e s o l u t i o n s . As I u n d e r s t a n d XXXXXXXXX t h e r e a r e 3? 
Andy : I ' d l i k e t o put something on t h e f l o o r b e f o r e the 
r e s o l u t i o n s . I t s i n r e g a r d t o t h e paper t h a t was handed o u t e a r l i e r , 
XXXXXXXX on the I n d a i n A c t . Sec. 12 B. I t h i n k we 're g o i n g t o 
have t o t a k e a l o o k a t t h i s . B e s i d e s Sec 12~.on B, they're g o i n g t o be 
removing Sec. 10, 11, 12, 14, 16-3, 48, 109 and any o t h e r s e c t i o n s 
c o n t o r t i n g d i s c r i m i n a t o r y a s p e c t s based on sex. I t h i n k we have t o 
have a t a l k as t o whether we're g o i n g t o a l l o w l e g i s l a t i o n s t o be passed 
t e l l i n g us who s h o u l d l i v e on r e s e r v e because under t h e s e changes, t h e 
w h i t e p e r s o n o r n o n - I n d i a n can come onto t h e r e s e r v e and have b o a r d i n g 
r i g h t s and i f t h e w h i t e - g u y s t h e n t h e y s t i l l r e t a i n t h e r i g h t s t h e y 
had b e f o r e , b u t I'd l i k e t o g e t some d i s c u s s i o n s on t h i s whether we're 
g o i n g t o be s u p p o r t i n g t h i s , r e j e c t i n g i t o r whatever. 

STEVEN POINT: C e r t a i n l y a v a l i d p o i n t i n terms o f the c o n t r o l o f 
I n d i a n r e s e r v a t i o n s and I n d i a n c o n t r o l . I s t h e r e any q u e s t i o n o r 
comment i n r e g a r d t o t h e i s s u e t h a t Andy has b r o u g h t up h e r e . 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: J u s t l o o k i n g around the room, there doesn't l o o k 
l i k e we have v e r y many bands l e f t h ere and I t h i n k i t would be k i n d o f 
f r u i t l e s s e x e r c i s e i f we g o t a m i n o r i t y group d e c i d i n g for t h e m a j o r i t y 
But I t h i n k what Andy has brought up, I t h i n k maybe motion that instruct 
the Union t o g e t a l e t t e r out t o I n d i a n A f f a i r s and t o the bands t o 
g i v e us t i m e as i n d i v i d u a l bands t o respond t o t h e s e proposed changes 

at the band level. or district level. I can make it as a motion just 
to deal with it just to so we can carry on from here. 
Seconded By Andy 
STEVEN POINT: Do you want to second it Andy? He agrees with the motion. 
I t s been d u l y moved and seconded. I n r e g a r d s t o t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n d e a l i n g 
w i t h r e s e r v a t i o n c o n t r o l o f r e s e r v a t i o n s , a l e t t e r t o I n d i a n A f f a i r s 
be s e n t o u t r e q u e s t i n g t h e bands be g i v e n time t o respond t o t h e s e 
changes i n l e g i s l a t i o n , t h a t t h e UBCIC be so i n s t r u c t e d t o send a l e t t e r 
o f t h i s n a t u r e . 

Andy : I t h i n k t h a t t h i s has t o be a c t e d upon r e a l q u i c k because 
i n t h i s package i t s got the whole s t r a t e g y l i n e d up as t o how f a s t 
t h ey a r e g o i n g t o be moving on t h i s and who's gonna be i n v o l v e d when 
t h e y pass t h i s . I t h i n k i t has t o be a c t e d on r i g h t away. 

STEVEN POINT: IS Bob Manuel i n ? 



Thank you S t e v e . You guys threw the wrong h a i r s out 
of t h a t box. I j u s t wanted t o agree w i th Andy t h a t I th i n k t h a t t h e r e 
s h o u l d be q u i c k e r a c t i o n . I was j u s t d i s c u s s i n g w i t h Andy j u s t a few 
minutes ago, the document he has p r o j e c t e d 40 y e a r budget. 
We're t o o slow a c t i n g on i t . I t h i n k we might as w e l l shut up f o r the 
next 4 0 y e a r s a c c o r d i n g t o t h a t budget so i t s a v e r y i m p o r t a n t i s s u e 
t h a t s h o u l d be b r o u g h t f o r w a r d and a c t e d upon r i g h t away. I 

admit t h a t I haven't r e a d the document t h o r o u g h l y m y s e l f , b u t j u s t 
the p o i n t s t h a t Andy and m y s e l f d i s c u s s e d . I t ' s v e r y d i s t u r b i n g . 

ROBERT MANUEL: I n r e s p e c t , I've r e v i e w e d t h a t document and t h a t was 
t h e s e c t i o n I z e r o e d i n on and I s t a r t e d t o a p p l y p r e s s u r e b u t a 
r e s o l u t i o n would r e a l l y h e l p i n terms o f g i v i n g s p e c i f i c s t o xxxthe 
m i n i s t e r as t o our o p p o s i t i o n i n t h a t r e s p e c t and i n t h e o t h e r 
s e c t i o n s , I t h i n k t h a t the whole t h i n g needs t o be r e v i e w e d v e r y 
c a r e f u l l y and t h e i d e a of h a v i n g a resolution 
would be r e a l l y h e l p f u l t o o i n terms of what we're g o i n g t o do w i t h 
t h e whole p o s i t o n . 

STEVEN POINT: So you've heard the m o t i o n . I s t h e r e any q u e s t i o n 
or d i s c u s s i o n on t h e motion 
Mr. Qwawksistala (Campbell R i v e r ) 

T h i s i s t h e r e a s o n why I t r a v e l l e d 250 m i l e s t o come t o t h i s 
c o n v e n t i o n t o see i f t h i s was brought up I'd l i k e t o ask i f t h e r e 
are any v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s here 'what p r e c a u t i o n s d i d the p e o p l e 

use when t h e y were i n Ottawa w i t h r e s p e c t t o the NIB and t o 
the N a t i v e C o u n c i l o f Canada? I s t h i s t h e same a c t i v i t y t h a t was 
r e n d e r e d when t h i s d i s c u s s i o n was brought up t o them by the m i n i s t e r i a l 
p o r t f o l i o w i t h r e s p e c t t o a r t i c l e 12 i n t h e I n d i a n A c t 
STEVEN POINT: I s t h e r e any o f t h e vice-presidents-Vwho can shed some 
l i g h t on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r q u e s t i o n ? 

Mr. Qwawksistala I have a s u g g e s t i o n f o r t h e d e l e g a t e s when t h e y go 
home because t h i s i s a l r e a d y an a c t l i k e t h a t paper you people have 
seen, I seen l o n g ago. a l l t h i s problem w i t h t h e 
n o n - s t a t u s i s s u e w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e m a r r i a g e s e c t i o n s i n t h e I n d i a n 
A c t , why not j u s t p u t an a d d i t i o n i n the I n d i a n A c t f o r the men who 
marry w h i t e people t o have the same t h i n g t h a t happen t o them t h a t 
happen t o t h e women because t h a t was t h e t r a d i t i o n a l f a c t o r . O t h e r w i s e 
t h e r e ' s g o i n g t o be no n a t i v e s i n e x i s t a n c e one day. Thank you. 

STEVEN POINT: Your o r i g i n a l q u e s t i o n x x x x x x x as I u n d e r s t o o d was 
regard to one of the or directed at least t o one o f the v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s 
and t h e r e a r e response coming forward to t h e l e g i s l a t i o n ^ , i s t h a t 
c o r r e c t . And then you suggested that t o r e c t i f y theXXXXXXXXX s i t u a t i o n 
t h a t l e g i s l a t i o n c o u l d be added. 
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Mr. QUAKISALA: Well the way I answered you Mr. Speaker, is that, 
we're n o t e n t e r t a i n i n g t h e s u b j e c t t oday t h a t i s g o i n g t o be b r o u g h t 
t o t h e d i s t r i c t l e v e l , t o i the band l e v e l , w hich i s n ' t e f f i c i e n t a t t h i s 
t i m e w i t h r e s p e c t t o what the p a r l i a m e n t i s d o i n g i n Ottawa. To end 
the s o l u t i o n o f t h a t b i g budget t h a t everybody complained about, the 
n o n - s t a t u s women who m a r r i e d t o w h i t e p e o p l e w e l l , j u s t add an a d d i t i o n 
t o the a c t , i n s t e a d o f d e l e t i n g c e r t a i n p o r t i o n s t o the a c t add t o 
i t and i n c l u d e t h e n a t i v e man who m a r r i e s t o the woman t h a t i s n ' t o f 
s t a t u s o r i g i n . The o t h e r q u e s t i o n that always seemed t o be,, d i d n ' t come 
w i t h r e s p e c t t o theNIB was i t was t h e same as t h i s quorum t o d a y , i t 
wasn't pas s e d around t o the d e l e g a t i o n t i l l t h e assembly was j u s t about 
o v e r and l i k e t h e o t h e r speakers s a i d i t i s a v e r y s e r i o u s i s s u e w i t h 
r e s p e c t t o t h e f u t u r e p r o s p e c t s o f o u r bands on t h e community l e v e l . 
I t i s g o i n g t o cause more d i s r u p t i o n t h a n we've e v e r had b e f o r e . I'm 
s u r p r i s e d t h a t i t wasn't one o f t h e major t o p i c s h e r e . I'm n o t 
s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n i s n ' t i m p o r t a n t e i t h e r , b u t w i t h 
r e s p e c t t o the l e g e i s l a t i v e XXXXXXXX powers t h a t have been d o m i n a t i n g 
u s . 
Wayne C h r i s t i a n : T h i s whole t h i n g on Sec 12B on the I n d i a n A c t has 
been t a l k e d about f o r a number o f y e a r s now e v e r s i n c e i t was i n t r o 
duced i n the 1950s. I t h i n k i t was t h e 1950s i n the amendment t o the 
I n d i a n A c t . I t h i n k i t s a s e r i o u s i s s u e t h a t s h o u l d be d e a l t w i t h i n 
one way o r a n o t h e r and I t h i n k a l e t t e r d i r e c t e d t o the m i n i s t e r has 
t o be r e a l l y s t r o n g i n terms o f the p o s i t i o n x x x x x t h a t has been t a k e n 
i n t h e p a s t by t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n and the bands. Why i s the government 
i n t r o d u c i n g l e g i s l a t i o n where t h e y ' r e t r y i n g t o c o n t r o l c i t i z e n s h i p o f 
a community a t t h e l e v e l o f t h e house o f commons. There has t o be 
something t h a t c o u l d be done so t h a t s p e c i f i c r e g u l a t i o n s c o c e r n i n g 
c i t i z e n s h i p and r i g h t s o f the i n d i v i d u a l i n t h e communities. I t 
has t o be c o n t r o l l e d w i t h i n the communities. I t h i n k t h o s e type o f 
t h i n g s have t o go out and t h a t s t h e p o s i t i o n t h a t has been t a k e n i n 
the p a s t . I t h i n k i t s h o u l d be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h a t . Also I think 
I t a l s o g i v e s t h e bands the o p p o r t u n i t y t o d i s c u s s more f u l l y W:hat has 
to'be t a l k e d about. I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e y ' r e t r y i n g t o i n t r o d u c e 
i n Nov. s i t t i n g i n the house which i s n o t t o o l o n g away. The o t h e r 
t h i n g I would l i k e t o add, l i k e I got a h o l d o f t h i s document of the 
Shuswap T r i b a l c o u n c i l m e e t i n g i n N e s k a i n l i t h ( I t h i n k ) I took i t t o 
my c o u n c i l and I took i t t o my p e o p l e and the immediate r e a c t i o n was 
why are we g i v i n g r i g h t s t o n o n - I n d i a n p e o p l e t h a t nobody s h o u l d g e t 
r i g h t s . How can you g e t r i g h t s when you're n o t even an I n d i a n person? 
Those k i n d o f t h i n g s were t a l k e d about i n the community i n t h e ways we 
can d e a l w i t h t h a t . I h t i n k t h e r e have been many women t h a t have been 
h u r t by t h i s s e c t i o n o f t h e I n d i a n A c t . Many c h i l d r e n have been h u r t ^ 
i n terms of t h e way t h e communitys themselves have d e a l t w i t h i t . 
They've o s t r a c i z e d t h o s e p e o p l e from th e community and I don't t h i n k 
t h a t s r i g h t . because t h e y are o f our b l o o d , t h e y are o f our p e o p l e . 
I t h i n k q u i t e c l e a r l y i n my mind xxxxxx t h i s whole t h i n g w i t h 
S e c t i o n 12 1-B t h e only way the Canadian Government even a c t e d on t h i s 
i s s u e was when i t was brought t o UN committe on c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l 
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rights, again shows to me that outside pressure in terms 
m t e r n a t i o n ^ p o l i t i c s t h a t a re b e i n g p l a y e d a r e i m p o r t a n t . One offi the 
t h i n g s t h a t the government i s attem^tin t o do when i t ocmes t o the 
whole document t h a t i s p u t b e f o r e u s i s t o throw a s c a r e t a c t i c i n t o 
the n o n - I n d i a n p e o p l e i n terms o^-money, t o t a l k about a 40 b i l l i o n 
d o l l a r budget o v e r t h e nex t 40 y e a r s o r something l i k e t h a t . I t h i n k 
i t s one o f t h e t h i n g s we've got t o have c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f i n 
terms o f when we do t a b l e a p o s t i o n w i t h the m i n i s t e r . L i k e i ' v e s a i d 
I t h i n k we s h o u l d r e a f f i r m the p o s i t o n we have t a k e n i n the p a s t and 
I t h i n k 2 a s s e m b l i e s ago i n terms o f membership. I-think i t s h o u l d be 
pursued more f u l l y . Thank you. 

^ Mr. Chairman, t h e p o i n t t h a t I wanted t o 
make i s easy t o u n d e r s t a n d . We had a t r a d i t i o n a l p a t t e r n b e f o r e t h e 
Europeans come and I was wondering why a l l the c h i e f s and d e l e g a t i o n 
t h a t a r e approached on t h i s i s s u e have n e v e r recommended t h a t we 
f o l l o w our t r a d i t i o n a l laws w i t h r e s p e c t t o keep our i d e n t i t y , w i t h 
r e s p e c t t o t h i s assembly and a l l t h e o t h e r a s s e m b l i e s t h a t have beeK 
h e l d o v e r t h i s i s s u e and t h i s wasn't p r e s e n t e d p r o p e r l y b e f o e r b y t h e 
NIB o r any o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n i n the c o u n t r y so t h a t i t would have 
p r e v e n t e d t h i s case from g o i n g t o the UN and e s t a b l i s h t h a t we do have 
our own laws and fundamentals t h a t we f u n c t i o n by. 

S T E V E N —POINT: I've been a n a t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r the Undion 
f o r t h e l a s t y e a r a t l e a s t and I w i l l say t h a t w i t h o u t a doubt t h a t we 
have p r e s e n t e d t h e p o s i t i o n ^ we "Ve- been s t a n d i n g b e h i n d i t . The p o s i t i o n 
t a h t we have i s t h a t the c o n t r o l o v e r c i t i z e n s h i p b e l o n g t o the I n d i a n 
governments o f the band l e v e l . That i n c l u d e s t h e c h i e f c o u n c i l and 
pe o p l e t h e r e because i t s o ur p o s i t i o n t h a t o n l y the peop l e o f the 
community know who members o f t h e i r f a m i l y a r e . The work t h a t needs 
o be done by t h e bands i s t o put t o g e t h e r the k i n d o f l e g i s l a t i o n o r 
t o put t o g e t h e r t h e k i n d o f law t h e r e and e n f o r c e i t i n the way t h a t 
you want t o c o n t r o l t h e c i t i z e n s h i p . T hat's been our p o s i t o n and we've 
s t u c k w ^ i t h t h a t p o s i t o n . W i t h r e f e r e n c e w i t h t h i s p i e c e o f l e g i s l a t i o n 
t h a t s coming ,1 see i t as a response t o t h a t because we've t o l d the 
government "tfeafe r e g a r d l e s s o f what you say the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
c i t i z e n s h i p b e l o n g s t o the I n d i a n Govt, on t h e band l e v e l . I t h i n k what 
t h e y ' r e d o i n g i n t h i s b i l l i s t r y i n g t o get a handle on i t , because I t h i n 
t h e r e a r e many bands t h a t a r e e x e r c i s i n g t h a t r i g h t a l r e a d y and b e g i n n i n g 
t o pursue i t mfore. So t o t r y t o get a h a n d l e on us and g e t us under 
c o n t r o l , they've i n t r o d u c e d t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n . I t h i n k what we have t o 
dO|j we • have -fao pursue i t even h a r d e r . We have t o d e v e l o p our own laws 
i n our communities about c i t i z e n s h i p and t h a t extends r i g h t i n t o 
c o n s t i t u t u i o n s . That the same t h i n g , t h e reason t h a t the I n d i a n g o v t , 
b i l l i s coming i n i s because t h e y ' r e a f r a i d t h a t we're g o i n g t o deve
l o p o u r own c o n s t i t u t i o n and i f we d i d d e v e l o p our_own c o n s t i t u t i o n A 

we would be e x e r c i s i n g our own s o v e r i e n t y and o u a a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s o&tLy 
and t h e y ' r e a f r a i d t h a t t h a t w i l l happen so t h e y ' r e t r y i n g t o get a 
handle on i t by p u t t i n g something i n . We have pursued i t . There's 
no q u e s t i o n i n my mind t h a t we have pursued i t . 
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I t h i n k , Bob, t h a t I was t r y i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d 
the i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t I see i n the newspaper and a l l the p e o p l e who 
have a t t e n d e d back e a s t i s why do the b i g o r g a n i z a t i o n s s t i l l f o l l o w 
n a t i v e improvement a c t o f 192 6 when t h a t impeaches our s t r e n g t h w i t h 
r e s p e c t t o g o i n g t h r o u g h them w i t h d i f f e r e n t a r t i c l e s and r e s o l u t i o n s 
and d i f f e r e n t b r i e f s t h a t are s u b m i t t e d t o the m i n i s t e r . L i k e , were 
the p e o p l e i n t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n ^ c o n t a c t e d by t h e t r a d i t i o n a l c h i e f s ^ 
t h e c h i e f s t h a t h o l d c o u n c i l i n Canada and p r e s e n t e d t h e i r s i d e o f 
the g r e i v a n c e i n s t e a d o f the o n e - s i d e d b r i e f g o i n g i n t o t h e UN. That's 
what I'm a s k i n g . L i k e you have the party^r-hey^ t h a t s u b m i t t e d t h e i ^ 
c a s e , was t h e r e a b r i e f s u b m i t t e d a t t h e same time by t h e c h i e f s o f 
Canadaon the L o v e l a c e case? Because i t s a p r e c e d e n t s e t t i n g t h i n g o f 
the l e g i s l a t i o n o f Canada now has an i n s t r u m e n t t o use a g a i n s t us. 
That's g o i n g t o throw us a t l e a s t 30 y e a r s back. I j u s t wanted t o v o i c e 
my o p i n i o n on t h a t because i t s g o i n g t o c o n c e r n us when we get home 
BOB MANUEL: I'm n o t f a m i l i a r w i t h , I don't know what the NIB done 
or t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h i e f s i n t h i s r e s p e c t . The C o u n c i l 
o f C h i e f s ^ j u s t new i n f o r m i n g . I n e v e r h e a r d o f a n y t h i n g the NIB 
d i d . 

STEVEN POINT: A g a i n I have t o p o i n t o u t , whenever d i r e c t i o n i s 
recommended by any d e l e g a t e t h a t t h e way we l i k e t o t a k e consensus 
i n terms o f d i r e c t i o n i s e i t h e r t h r o u g h c o n s e n t o r t h r o u g h some k i n d of 
i n d i c a t i o n t h r o u g h the form of r e s o l u t i o n . So i f you'd l i k e t o g i v e 
the e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t i o n , I would suggest p l e a s e do so i n form o f a 
motion so t h a t some k i n d o f consensus can be t a k e n . We're g o i n g t o 
move on t o t h e r e s o l u t i o n s . Q u e s t i o n has been c a l l e d , Are t h e r e 
any r e s o l u t i o n s . C h a i r stands c o r r e c t e d . Dennis A l p h o n s e ' s recommen
d a t i o n t o go f o r w a r d from t h e UBCIC DIRECTLY t o the DIA t o g r v e c o n s i d -
e r a t i o n s i n terms o f t h e l e g i s l a t i o n changes. Q u e s t i o n has been 
c a l l e d on t h e m o t i o n . There's q u i t e l i k e l y d i s c u s s i o n on t h e m o t i o n . 
I ' l l ask a l l t h o s e i n f a v o r o f t h e m o t i o n p l e a s e s i g n i f y i n the u s u a l 
manner. A l l t h o s e opposed? MOTION CARRIED. 
I'm g o i n g t o t u r n the c h a i r o v e r t o t h e r e s o l u t i o n s committee, A r n o l d 
Ado1ph. 

A r n o l d A d o l p h : Okay, I have 3 r e s o l u t i o n s , 2 w i l l be h a n d l e d by m y s e l f 
1 by Chief WAyne Christian. 
Resolutions #2 by A Adolph & 3 by W Christian on sep paper 

CHIEF WAYNE C H R I S T I A N ( f o l l o w i n g Res. #3) I'd j u s t l i k e t o s a y , I've 
been s i t t i n g here f o r t h e l a s t 3 d a y s , I haven't been s a y i n g v e r y much 
But s i t t i n g r i g h t n e x t t o t h e R i g h t $Hon John L. George, we were 
d i s c u s s i n g t h i s r e s o l u t i o n e a r l i e r and we t a l k e d about the t h i n g s t h a t 
were b e i n g d i s c u s s e d e a r l i e r t h i s morning i n terms o f t h e programs 
and the t y p e o f fragmented approach t h a t has d e v e l o p e d i n t h i s 
p r o v i n c e i n terms o f our r i g h t s ^ O n e o f the t h i n g s t h a t we've got 
t o u n d e r s t a n d i s t h a t w^lhen approach and d e v e l o p o r g a n i z a t i o n s we 
seem t o be d e a l i n g o n l y w i t h progarms. The o n l y t ime we've s a t f o r w a r d 
a r e t h i n g s l i k e 
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and the things like the B. C. budget Task Force and things dealing 
w i t h programs. We're j u s t d e a l i n g i n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l e v e l . Many 
of o ur t r i b a l c o u n c i l s and our d i s t c o u n c i l and many o f our band 
c o u n c i l s 2LH&XMXX&XX& a r e r e a l l y i n v o l v e d i n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f 
programs. I s a i d t h i s y e s t e r d a y , i f a l l those programs were e f f e c t i v e 
and would work then many o f the problems i n our communities would be 

s o l v e d , but I t h i n k we've n e g l e c t e d one t h i n g . That's t h e d e c l a r a t i o n 
o f our a n c e s t o r s . Through t h e development o f the c o n s t i t u i o n t h a t can 
c o n f e d e r a t e our p e o p l e t o g e t h e r on the b a s i s o f a b o r i g i n a l t i t l e and 
a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s . We can f u t h e r our cause n o t o n l y here w i t h i n o u r 
own c o u n t r y but a l s o i n o t h e r n a t i o n s i n t h e w o r l d . I b e l i e v e t h i s nav be d i f f i c u l t i f we go t o one o f t h e governments i n the w o r l d and 
say t h a t we're an o r g a n i z a t i o n and say t h a t we're g e t t i n g monies form 
t h e government and we're f i g h t i n g t h a t government w i t h t h a t money. 
I t s g o i n g t o be p r e t t y h ard f o r them t o b e l i e v e u s. I b e l i e v e q u i t e 
s t r o n g l y t h a t we have t o s t a r t d e v e l o p i n g something w i t h t h e p e o p l e 
and where our d e c l a r a t i o n s have some meat t o i t . We can move i n 
t h i s d i r e c t i o n t h a t t h e t h i n g s we're t a l k i n g about i n terms o f the l o s t 
word, i n terms o f our a n c e s t o r s can be p u t t o work. I b e l i e v e t h a t 
we're i n the stage o f our development where peop l e a r e b e g i n n i n g t o 
see t h a t a l l t h e t i m e s we've gone t o the f e d e r a l government o v e r our 
concerns they've always handed us money t o s o l v e t h e problem, b u t the 
money has not done much good because n a t i v e p e o p l e depended on t h e 
s t a t e , depended on t h a t government. We've got t o break t h a t a t t i t u d e , 
I h e a r p e o p l e say, ' " w e l l , t h a t guy owns an I n d i a n c a r , oh yeah, I know 
t h a t ' s an I n d i a n house.1' You know i n your mind what he's t a l k i n g about 
t h a t ' s a r u n down c a r , t h a t house has g o t broken windows, brok&n d o o r s . 
That's the image we're p r o j e c t i n g t o our p e o p l e , t o our young p e o p l e 
and t h a t s wrong. That's n o t r i g h t a t a l l . We've g o t t o be a b l e t o 
p r o j e c t t o the young p e o p l e , t h a t as I n d i a n People^we've g o t the r i g h t 
t o have good homes t h a t we can b u i l d o u r s e l v e s . We've got the r i g h t t o 
own v e h i c l e s t h a t we buy o u r s e l v e s . / And t h a t b e i n g I n d i a n i s n o t t o have 
those n e g a t i v e c o n n o c t a t i o n s t o i t / ' t h a t we l i v e i n r u n down houses, 
w|le own r u n down c a r s , we l i v e i n a r e s e r v e t h a t has a h i g h unemployment 
r a t e . That's t h e k i n d o f image t h a t I always hear and i t d i s t u r b s me. 
I t h i n k i f t h i s r e s o l u t i o n does pass o r i t doesn't p a s s , I t h i n k t h a t 
work g o i n g t o c o n t i n u e anyway, because I b e l i e v e q u i t e s t r o n g l y , J 
t h e r e s got t o be a n o t h e r system, our own systeji__pX--gcaz^^ 
g ^ t ^ t o ^ b e d ^ v e 1 o p e d jand i t s got t o be developed s t r o n l y . I f you l o o k 
a l l around you we keep s a y i n g t h a t t h i s i s our l a n d , t h e s e a r e our f i s h ; 
— "\Jhx t h e s e a r e our a n i m a l s , t h a t t h e y were g i v e n t o us by a, c r e a t o r o f a l l 
good t h i n g s t o l o o k a f t e r and p r o t e c t f o r f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s , a n d t h o s e 
•y«t-^ari255EEQ A l l thejprograms i n t h e w o r l d s n o t g o i n g t o s t o p t h a t one. 
The a s s i m i l a t i o n s i s t a k i n g p l a c e b e j ^ u s e as soon as we^hook o u r s e l v e s 
up t o t h a t programs we're a s s i m i l a t i n g o u r s e l v e s i n t o t h e i r system and 
we've, g o t t o s t o p t h a t , so I b e l e i v e t h a t i f we can e s t a b l i s h a 
c o n s t i t u t i o n o r c o n f e d e r a t i o n o f a l l t h e I n d i a n g o v t , i n G.B.C., 
THAT IS S E L F _ s u f f i c i e n t i n i t s own r i g h t , where i t can i n v o l v e the 
p e o p l e , the young p e o p l e , t h e o l d p e o p l e , our e l e c t e d c h i e f and 
c o u n c i l s and even th o s e people th-atr-live i n the c i t i e s who are f o r c e d 
t o 
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to move there because their way of life at home is destroyed by the 
r e s o u r c e development. We've got t o move t o d e v e l o p t h a t because i t s 
i m p o r t a n t When we r e t u r n from Europe, form Londonthat work i s g o i n g t o 
have t o t a k e p l a c e because the b a t t l e ground i s g o i n g t o be i n our 
communities. I see many o f t h e p e o p l e are n o t i n v o l v e d , and we s t a n d 
up here and t a l k about t h e p e o p l e and t h a t ' s n o t r i g h t , we've g o t t o 
s t a r t i n v o l v i n g them. The I n d i a n C h i l d Caravan was an example of how 
we i n v o l v e d t h e p e o p l e t h a t were a f f e c t e d by something t h a t d e s t r o y e d 
f a m i l i e s , took p e o p l e s l i v e s and d e s t r o y e d our communities. I t saddens 
my h e a r t t o hear t h a t many o f t h e bands have t a k e n t h a t i s s u e up and 
done something w i t h i t . Because t h a t i s t h e f u t u r e o f our c h i l d r e n . 
There i s no o t h e r r e s o u r c e i n our community t h a t we can r e l y on be
cause we don't p r o j e c t a p o s i t i v e image o f b e i n g a s t r o n g I n d i a n p e r s o n 
t o t h o s e young p e o p l e t h e y ' l l grow up t h i n k i n g t h a t t o be I n d i a n i s t o 
be i n t h e n e g a t i v e t h i n g s we always hearand t h a t s wrong. There a r e 
many t h i n g s t h a t happened i n our communities s i n c e t h a t ICC, w h i c h a r e 
good because o u r p e o p l e were i n v o l v e d i n t h a t and t h e c h i l d r e n were 
i n v o l v e d i n t h a t , our e l d e r s were i n v o l v e d i n t h a t o u r whole c o u n c i l 
and m y s e l f were i n v o l v e d i n t h a t p r o c e s s . I know t h a t t h e r e ' s s t i l l 
t o t h i s day a l o t o f our c h i l d r e n are b e i n g t a k e n from t h e i r homes and 
p l a c e d i n n o n - I n d i a n f a m i l i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h i s p r o v i n c e . S t i l l , 
I guess o n l y hope, t h a t when we r e t u r n from o u r t r i p o v e r s e a s t h a t we 
can p i c k up t h a t b a t t l e c r y a g a i n f o r our c h i l d r e n and do something abou 
i t . Sometime i n e a r l y s p r i n g i n Tsequate, C h i e f Paddy Walkus' communi
t y , h i s v i l l a g e . H i s community and my community can g e t t o g e t h e r and 
h o l d a f o l l o w - u p g a t h e r i n g f o r t h a t ICC Once a g a i n we can p i c k up 
where we l e f t o f f and h o p e f u l l y we can p r o t e c t more c h i l d r e n and g e t 
more p e o p l e i n v o l v e d . T h i s i d e a o f a p r o v i s i o n a l g o v t , i s n o t h i n g 
new i n my mind cause we've done i t i n the p a s t t o t h e number o f 
d e c l a r a t i o n s o f our c h i e f s b e f o r e us put f o r w a r d t o t h e g o v t . G r a d u a l l y 
we've got t o o r g a n i z e i t w e l l enough, and s t r o n g enough so t h a t a l l 
p e o p l e a r e i n v o l v e d . . - I t h i n k i t s c r u c i a l t h a t we do t h s i . One o f t h e 
t h i n g s t h a t h a v e been c o n c e r n i n g me i s t h e way t h a t we run our own 
i s s u e s a l l t h e t i m e , we go i n c i r c l e s and a l o t o f t i m e s I f e e l t h a t 
the words t h a t we t a l k b e f o r e t h e s e mikes and b e f o r e the p e o p l e a r e n ' t 
r e a l l y coming form t h e h e a r t , t h e y ' r e j u s t coming form the mouth and 
t h e mind a n f d t h a t s not good. I t h i n k i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t h a t we r e a l l y 
s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r l o o k i n g a t h t h i s p r o p o s a l t h a t ' s l a i d b e f o r e you, 
cause as I s a i d i t s i m p o r t a n t f o r our p e o p l e t o g e t t o g e t h e r , n o t j u s t 
as e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f our communities, but a l l p e o p l e 
I s a i d b e f o r e t h a t when p e o p l e speak g o v t s l i s t e n ; 2 exmamples a r e 
the ICC and ICE t o Ottawa and now t o L o n d i n - C o n s i d e r t h a t . . The r e s 
o l u t i o n i s t h e r e , I hope i t g e n e r a t e s some d i s c u s s i o n and I hope you 
r e a l l y s e r i o u s l y t h i n g about i t . T h a n k you 

The r e s o l u t i o n t h a t was r e a d , r e a l l y sounds 
g r e a t . The o n l y t h i n g t h a t we don't want t o go i n t o t h e whitemans' laws 
The c o n s t i t u t i o n t h a t we're g o i n g t o w r i t e f o r o u r s e l v e s t h a t something 
t h a t i s g o i n g t o do something good f o r own p e o p l e . xxxxxxxxx O've h e a r d 

many of our p e o p l e say t h a t we don't want to want t o r e g i s t e r under the 
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SOCIETYS ACT, that's the only thing that we don't want to do. As long 
as we do i t for ourselves, we'll do i t witout govt or anybody else 
t e l l i n g us. And that's waht we done i n spite of xxxxxxxxxxxwith the 
f i s h e r e i s , we had and Indian court right i n the long house and we beat 
them on t h e i r own laws and our own laws was better than t h e i r s . I think 
i t s the way we should do with the, i f i t ever goes t h e i r that we hav 
eour own constituion and we do not reg i s t e r usnder the societi e s 
Acet. 
STEVEN POINT: Thank you Arnold. Certaninly not an easy task to go 
through some resolutions. Although w e have had a f a i r l y busy day to 
day there i s one other item on athe agenda that I have to check with 
the organzer of the converntion to see i f we've dealt with the item 
or not and that i s the one registered :Floor i s opened for delegates 
to share and exchange with people going to the Constitution Express 
to Europe. Apparently that i s scheduled for 3:00 on the agenda and 
on inquiring about t h i s p a r t i c u l a r item they indicated to me that t h i s 
was i n fact taken care of yesterday i n regards to the question that 
was ac t u a l l y . I wonder i f there are any other items that need to be 
added to the agenda. I know there were some questions t h i s morning 
in regard to a few items. There was a question as to whether the 
Union had taken a position on the Jay Treaty and I for one do not know 
whether the Union had taken a positon on theat or whether they were 
going to.or what the positionwas on the Jay Treaty. 

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: The quesiton of what was going to be onthe 
agenda for t h i s conference was discussed at South Island and there is 
a couple of things that we wanted to a i r out here, its not on the; 
agenda I don(J}t know i f i t was considered at a l l but for one Master 
Tu i t i o n Agreement and i t was brought up at ehPenticton and Fred 
Walchli was confronted with i t but we wanted to know i f there's any 
knw development on i t and the other was i n regards to the rebate 
on B.C. Hydro taxation. We made our position clear inlCowichan as 
to how we want to spend i t and we don't know where i t s at but I 
understand the other bands arein a l l B.C. i s supposed to get together 
on i t and I know for ones i n the Forum was tr y i n g to have that money 
directed to them so that they can spend i t the way they want i t . I 
don't think thats the way i s shoud be as far I'm concerned. 

STEVEN POINT: I wonder i f we could have someone form the s t a f f of 
the organization, Bob. there's a questions that have come up with 
regard to the Master Tuition Agreement and the rebate for B.C. Hydro 
taxation, i s there someone here who can answer these questions?ROBER 

ROBERT MANUEL: Well, I can only share waht I know. I've been assingned 
s p e c i f i c a l l y on the constitution and being a nationa representative 
for the Union during the past year so I haven't got the s p e c i f i c 
answers to these questions. One thing I can answer i s i n r e l a t i o n to 
the taxation money, I understand that the Regional forum has set ;up 
some kind of a corporate body and i t s t h e i r intention to encompass the 
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taxation money from the Lillian Brown case in to that corporation 
a l o n g w i t h t h e F i r s t C i t i z e n s Fund and band revenue funds and band 
c a p i t a l f unds, I c a n ' t remeber t h e o t h e r s o u r c e s b u t j u s t about a l l 
the souces o f f u n d s , t h e r e ' s about 20 o f them supposed t o be lumped 
under t h a t body o f t a x a t i o n money was one o f t h o s e and I know t h a t 
i n t h e C e n t r a l I n t e r i o r we had p u l l e d o u t o f t h a t body, I guess we 
were s o r t o f p a r t o f i t and we p u l l e d o u t o f t h a t body and I don't 
know what w i l l happen w i t h t h e c o r p o r a t i o n now. I t h i n k somebody who 
was s e r v i n g d u r i n g t h e l a s t t e r m c o u l d answer t h e s e q u e s t i o n s b e t t e r 
t h a t n I c o u l d . 
A r n o l d A d o l f : I t h i n k I have one l e g a l q u e s t i o n t o ask on t h e i s s u e on 
th e f l o o r . I'm wondering what Bobby has j u s t mentioned i n f r i n g e s 
on t h e r i g h t s o f an i n d i v i d u a l ? Can we have some l e g a l d e f i n i t i o n on 
The r e a s o n why I ask ,Mr. Chairman, i s t h a t I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e r e ' s 
a! l o t o f bucks i n v o l e d t o an i n d i v i f u a l and I'm j u s t wondering i f i t s 
l e g a l f o r t h e s e p e o p l e . L i k e I say, I t h i n k i t i n f r i n g e s on the 
an i n d i v i d u a l s r i g h t s . I t s a l e g a l q u e s t i o n t h a t has t o be answered. 

St e v e n P o i n t . Are you s a y i n g t h a t the t a x d o l l a r s a re i n e f f e c t 
b e l o n g i n g t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l p e r s o n b e i n g a s s i g n e d t o a l a r g e r 
body i s an i n f r i n g e m e n t s on t h e i n d i v i d u a l s r i g h t s t o t h a t money? 

That i s p r e c i s e l y what I mean. 

STEVEN POINT: C e r t a i n l y t h a t ' s a q u e s t i o n t h a t I've never h e a r d 
anybody expound on, I t h i n k t h e case was won, i t was an i s s u e h t a t 
t h e $s i n f a c t had t o go back t o t h e p e o p l e , b u t th e n the q u e s t i o n 
a r ose i n what form? How i s i t g o i n g t o go back and who i s i t g o i n g 
back t o ? 

Dennis had mentioned e a r l i e r the Mast e r T u i t i o n Agreement. 
I don't know i f t h e r e i s anybody here t h a t i s i n v o l v e d i n t h a t i s s u e . 
I s t h e r e anyone h e r e who's been i n v o l v e d t h a t can shed some l i g h t 
on 1fehat p a r t i c u l a r i s s u e ? From t h e s t a f f o r from any o f the o t h e r 
t r i b a l g o r u l s ? I know t h a t one o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t happened i n the 
Union o f C h i e f s s t a f f t h a t s i n c e t h e f u n d i n g have been c u t back t h e y 
had t o c e n t r a l i z e a l o t o f t h e i r s t a f f and p u l l them from o t h e r 
program a r e a s and put them on t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l dilemma and s i n c e 
t h e i r p r i o r i t y had become t h e c o n s t i t u i o n some o f t h e a r e a s i n t h e 
o t h e r t h e work i n o t h e r a r e s had n o t been c a r r i e d on w i t h s i m p l y 
because o f t h e urgency o f t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n so I don't know i f t h e r e ' s 
a c t u a l l y been any p r o g r e s s i n terms o f t h e M a s t e r T u i t i o n Agreemsnts 
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:In terms of the question on the 

Master T u i t i o n Agreement, the p o i n t to which i t s gotten and has been 
s t a l l e d i s t h a t we've had our p o s t i o n together on t h a t f o r about a 
year based on a l l the meetings and the workshops and n e g o t i a t i o n s 
were begun w i t h the Regional o f f i c e XXXXXXX of Indian A f f a i r s 
i n g e t t i n g the province to s i t down sometime l a s t f a l l Mr. W a l c h l i 
s a i d that the r e i o n a l Forum and other groups have yet t o get t h i e r 
p o s i t i o n f u r t h e r . So i t hasn't moved forward to any kind of nego
t i a t i o n u n a t i l I guess the other groupes have sat down and developed 
t h e i r own p o s i t i o n as to what they are going to negotiate w i t h the 
province and the dept. As f a r as the fUnion's side i s concerned, 
i t hasn't moved beyond th a t p o i n t . 
CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: I t h i n k to c l e a r up t h a t B.C.Hydro t a x a t i o n 
I would prepare to make a motion, so that the new executive and the 
Union can act on i t on behalf of the member bands. 
MOTION THATthe new executive and l e g a l s t a f f would look i n t o the B.C. 
Hydro t a x a t i o n rebate to w r i t e a l e t t e r to B.C.Hydro to f i n d how 
much money i s i n v o l v e d and to how those bands can have those money 
releas e d to i n d i v i d u a l bands. 
I t h i n k I t s up to the bands and the membership to determin how they're 
going to spend i t . I know as f a r as i n d i v i d u a l s are concerned, they 
say t h a t you have to have r e c e i p t as f a r back as they've been taxed, 
but no one i s going to be able to do t h a t . I think i t s going to have 
to be done c o l l e c t i v e l y so I t h i n k i t w i l l be up to the mutual bands 
bands as to how they want to spend that money or how they are going 
to use i t . 
Motion Seconded by Howard Wale 
CARRIED 

DAVID PAUL: TSARTLIP BAND)I wanted to i n q u i r e i f the people here 
who have been in v o l v e d iwth Can. Manpower T r a i n i n g Programs that they 
are now coming i n t o a process w i t h Fed and Prov agrrements on t r a i n i n g 
programs and I would l i k e to see that a motion be passed here t h a t we 
r e t u r n Canada Manpower T r a i n i n g Programs back to the DIA where i t 
belongs. I don't know i f anyone i s waware l i k e under the Summer 
Student Program i s i n v o l v e d i n the same t h i n g and are no longer 
r e q u i r i n g those fundings. I would l i k e to pass a motion that Can 
Manpower Be returned back to DIA. 
CARRIED (SECONDED BY: ) 
STEVEN POINT: I understand from t a l k i n g to Bernard Charles who 
works f o r the Immigration and Manpower Dept., they are j u s t r e c e n t l y 
t h i s week are having a meeting about those t r a i n i n g $s and d e c i s i o n s 
are being made as a matter of f a c t . Is there any oter business 
under the other Business that needs to be brought up or needs a t t e n t i o n 
of the assembly? 
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HOWARD WALE : While we are s t i l l on the question of motions 
I would like to have a question related to a motion passed on the 12th 
General Assembly. It involves the Health P o r t f o l i o . The motion 
reads WHEREAS the Indian way of l i f e demands that the future generation 
w i l l continue to exis t through the protection of the Indian Nations 
and WHEREAS there has been reports of Indian women having been 
s t e r i l i z e d by the medical profession without t h e i r consent and t h e i r 
knowledge, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Health and Soc i a l develop 
ment P o r t f o l i o of the UBCIC f u l l y investigate these allegations and 
report t h e i r findings to the Chiefs council within the next year. 
This was duly moved by yours t r u l y and seconded by Wayne Chr i s t i a n . 
I'm just wondering i f the Health P o r t f o l i o has an answer to th i s 
motion. 

ROSALEE That was one of the resolutions (2) that we could 
not work on t h i s year because when we looked into the question we know 
that i t was going to take a l o t of resources and a l o t of people. 
Its bigger than we thought i t was, we've discovered that there's a 
l o t of s t e r i l i z a t i o n going on around and its going to take a big 
e f f o r t to launch the investigation and we'll have to work on that h t i s 
year I think to put some proper plans into place. 

STEVEN POINT: Again , a question of manpower and time that was the 
problem l a s t year i n regards to the funding s i t u a t i o n has c e r t a i n l y 
taken i t s t o l l . I t does not mean these questions w i l l not be dealt 
with, i t s just a matter of time. Are there any other questions or 
issues that need to be dealt with? I'm going to c a l l upon our elder 
then to make a closing remark to the convention. 

Before we close t h i s assembly, I want to thank the won-
se r f u l chiefswho t r a v e l l e d over here to iron out a l l the problems we 
have and I also want to thank the public that just came here, not 
being a representativ e but to share i n the problems, that's the way 
I want to see i t . As I've said before we want to hold hands together 
a l l Indians and hand i n hand to iron out our problems, therefore, I 
want to thank everybody that's i n here, I know some of them have l e f t 
and I s t i l l want to thak them and I want to say a few words to the 
new president I want him to have courage and have f a i t h in his leaders 
to have a strong mind i n keeping up t h i s Union of Chiefs f i g h t i n g 
for the things we want to accomplish. This much I have to say at t h i s 
time. Thank you. 

STEVEN POINT: I w i l l call on A b e l Joe to make the closing prayer 
for the assembly. Before I do so I want to thank who remained t h i s 
afternoon, no doubt i t s a time consuming thing, taking time away from 
your family, from your bands from your day to day r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , to 
be here to l i s t e n to the resolution to take part i n the discussion, 
I want to thank you folks the ones that have come to par t i c i p a t e and 
share i n the information. I wish you a l l a safe jouney home. I just 
want to thank you for coming and attending the 13th General Assembly 


