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a lbt of people who donated and the last man that presented
2,000 pennies, that was really something because even a penny
counts in our struggle today. Some of us might think 'let

them do it'. We're always talking about 'they', who are 'they'?
We are 'they'!  It's everyone of us that has to dig for our last
penny, let us do it. We don't want to depend too much on other
funding to carry through our struggle. 1It's not only that
struggle with the Constitution, but it is many, many other
things that we have to deal with. Everything that is mentioned,
or any resolution that is brought into the Assembly, is going
to cost. And the money that the Union of B. C. Indian Chiefs
has got, is not enough. When the Secretary of State comes in
this afternoon, I think we should prepare many questions for
him. As a Cultural Researcher in Cowichan, I dug into many

of the treaties and all the recommendations and everything

that the former governments presented to the Indian people.
There is one that I found, I don't know what year it was,

when the first DPs, they call them, "Delayed Pioneers", bought
the land for maybe $1 for every ten acres or so, and half of
that money is suppose to go to the Secretary of State. Where
does the Secretary of State get their money from? That's the
guestion that I would like to present to that man. The face

of their dollar bill is worth nothing without our natural
resources.ﬁlﬁnd listening to everthing that went on yesterday,
how each government that we elect to govern us, is putting

us down to the ground, all the money they have, the government
is even afraid of the big companies because they would get no
money from them. The dollar rules the day, and that's our
dollar. There is no way they could get to print that dollar

bill without our natural resources.

I think that's the biggest tribute to our
past president. The way the resolution sounds to me, there will

be little things involved, their travelling expenses, if the

.176



2 O = 00 55 h 0 S =y = o) o) e M) U W o = ww

32

Council of Elders is going to be formed. When we think of the
Elders, the knowledge and wisdom they have, it's the greatest
thing for all the young people here that are listening. Every
one of us has to dig in and help that resolution out so it

will be something. It's not just to pass here, and forget
about. When it goes into the book, we lose it. It is the
greatest thing amongst the Indian people when a man receives

an{ Indian name. I could see the Indian coming back into life,
and going back and live on the earth, and understand the earth
with one mind. Even the spiritual dancing in our area is coming
up. It died when the Indian Department prohibited the Indians
from having potlatches, confiscated everything that we had
because all those things that the Indian believed before the
white man came, their form of prayer, to a tree, to anything.
they have, they gave thanks. Even before they touch it, thé
Indian people respected the tree, especially the cedar, the
king of the forests, where we got our clothing, our canoces,

our shelter and everything. That's the thing we are forgetting,
and let's get the young people to do a lot of research of the
ways and means the Indian people did long before the white man

came. If we don't, we're going to lose everything.

We're fortunate enough that we have
many of our Elders in Cowichan that remember many things, and
we're putting it in book form. I've written the Cowichan
Indian Language and all of these thing that I learned from our
Elders is going to go into the schools, all except the spiri-
tuzl  things © that we do in the longhouse where if an Indian boy
wants to learn, or anybody has to go to our library and read
it, it can't go out of .our own library. It's not going to be
put public, many things that we got from our Elders, it's not
going to be put public so that's one thing that I really go

behind that resolution, for our past president. I give him

honour for that. Thank you.
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CBIEF BILL ROBERTS: {(Kwawkewlth Band)

I think it is very good to recognize
orie of our leaders. Why recognize only one? In our own terri-
tories we have leaders too. One of the men that really started
the organization of Canada is Andrew Paul from the Scuamish
Band. We forgot all about the gentleman. He worked without
pay. At a meeting, he made it possible for our people to unite
Canada. And we have the Northern Territories, Peter Kelly
and the Nishgas. We should put them all together as leaders,
not only recognize one. We haven't accomplished very much
yet, we are still a square marble, we have to start over again.
Our rights have been based on the land question. We've been
trying for many years in our territory, we subscribe to the
Allied Tribes for many years, all through my life. I sub-
scribed for funding from different organizations for our rights.
We have to recognize the other people too, not only one. We
recognize the people who's going to win our rights in Canada,
we're nothing here, our people have cqualities, dedicated
people, without pay. This is what I want to say, to recognize

all of our leaders that has gone.

CHIEF RON JOHN: (Hope Band)

I support the resolution 100%, but I

do also agree with the old gentleman who spoke before me. It's
not too late to start recognizing and appreciating the great
leaders of today while they are here, to show appreciation

for the ones that passed and have gone to the other world. I
have great respect for many of the leaders that went before

us. I can still hear their words and their battles. We have

a lot to learn, this is a very young country when you're speak-
ing in foreign peoples' language but it's an o0ld country the
way we see it. 1I'd like to see a Grand Council of Honourary
Chiefs in B. C., where they have a vast knowledge of the fight

that went on before us. We can learn from that, we can learn

. . . 178
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how not to get buried, with the advice of these great men. We
have a few of them sitting here today. I'm sure when the Coun-
cil of Grand Chiefs is organized, ahd they meet regularly

to advise our young Chiefs, that our front is going to be
stronger, and our battle, looking through that tunnel, is
going to get brighter. I have a lot to learn as a leader,

but I appreciate everybody's opinion as well, I hope they
appreciate mine. While I am up here, I would like to say
congratulations to our new Executive of the Union of B. C.
Indian Chiefs. I have a little advice, my own opinion, and
I've heard it here a few times over the last couple of days,
and that to open our doors, our minds, and our hearts. And
with this new leadership, I see a new momentum forming because
the new faces on the board are young and energetic, and I

know they have a strong tough job against them fighting for
us, because the financing is going to have to come from the
people. I would say we open our doors and be more open, soO
that this Union can grow as the Union of Chiefs for the people,
and that we listen to everybody's problems as we will have

them listen to ours. Thank you.

CHIEF TOM SAMPSON: (Tsartlip Band)

I just wish to thank the Chief from
Bella Coola for bringing this to our attention and recognizing
our leaders while they are still alive. I feel the same way
as Bill Roberts that sometimes we should give acknowledgement
to the leaders that have passed on. I thank Ed Moody for
presenting this resolution. The band sheets that I have in
front of me from Esquimalt, Lyackson, Songhees, Chemainus,
and myself, we would not be collecting our honorarium for the
espenses that we incurred here. We want that transferred
back to the Constitution Express or to the second phase of our
battle. So these bands will not be collecting their pay, we

are here at our own expense.
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STEVEN POINT: In terms of the resolution itself,
just to answer some of the concerns that have been brought
up, in addition or the addendum to the resolution clearly
identified the process of establishing a Senate, and I would
hope that incorporates, not only the leaders of today but

the leaders of yesterday. I certainly think that it could

be incorporated into the meaning of the resolution. I am
going to stop discussion on the resolution, and exercise the
authority of the Chair, I'm going to call gquestion on that
motion to make George Manuel, through election of the Chiefs
representing the Union, a Grand Chief with the responsibility
of establishing an Elder's Senate, a Council of Grand Chiefs
In B. C. I call question on that motion, and I would ask

all the delegates here who are in favour of that motion to
indicate in the usual manner. Are there any opposed? I
don't know how many Grand Chiefs we have in B. C., I don't
even know if we've ever done this before, but for me at least,
this is probably the first time that I'll ever meet a Grand
Chief. I'm %ure for the most of us it will be the first as
well, On that basis, I would like to ask George Manuel to
come up and accept this honour given to him from the represen-
tatives, the Chiefs of this Province. Dadies and Gentlemen,
I give you our first Grand Chief of B.C., George Manuel.

GEORGE MANUEL: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman,
both Chairman, the Chiefs and the delegates of this Conference.
I think it was pointed out that there's some great leaders
who have not been given the required recognition that they
should have had when they were alive. There is a great deal
of truth to that, from all the people that have been involved.
We often talk about great leaders, our own Indian leaders,

but we always talk about them after they die, and I quess

for this reason, I really deeply appreciate this honour that

. . . .180
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has been given to me at this conference. I can go into a

lot about the great leaders that have gone by. Andrew Paul
to me, was one of the Champions that I worked under when I
was just a young boy up in my reserve in Chase. In 1952,

I wrote him a letter telling him about the problems that the
Indians were having in the Interior of B. C. At that time
they were denying Indian people health services, medicine,
hospitalization and so forth. I can remember that. At that
time I didn't know the man at all, but I wrote him a letter
from Chase. I wrote to North Vancouver because I didn't
know what his address was, I just put North Vancouver, and

he answered to me immediately. He told me that I should

not pay my doctor bill, or any bill, that the Health Services
were trying to make me pay. The reason he said was that the
land that the white people occupy belonged to the Indian
people, and the land was stolen from the Indian people.

This was the letter that he wrote to me, the Indians any-
where shouldn't have to or will not as far as I am concerned,
pay their doctor or for health services. That's the experience
I had with Andrew Paul, since then we worked togethexr until
he died. I learned a lot from him before he died in that
period of time. But there are also a lot of other people,
you can go on and on, who have sacrificed, as Bill Roberts
pointed out. There were many sacrifices that were made by
individual Indian people right across the Province, right
across Canada. I can remember when Indian people all over
the coast and the interior didn't want any money from the
government at all. They were afraid if they accepted money
from the government, they were surrendering their aboriginal
rights to the government, and so that is what we are talking
about at this conference. That is the very key that happened
about our life, now it is our face today. I guess the govern-
ment has accepted the fact that we have surrendered. That's

the reason why our people are very shocked about the actions
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that the Canadian Government is pursuing to patriate the
Constitution. You've been told yesterday in the past two
days what the patriation means. It means Canada wants to
bring the Constitution back to Canada and divorce its politi-
cal relations with Great Britain and they will now govern
totally under their terms and their conditions how Indians
should live under assimilated situation. We've been fore-
warned by many of our Elders this was going to take place,
but we never listened. A lot of our people never listened

to our Elders who have died, and a lot of our Elders that

are still alive, that this was going to happen. Now all of

a sudden, we realize that our backs are against the wall.

I can sense a concern at this conference, a real urgency.
There are two Provinces that are doing something about it.

I was informed by the Alberta Indians that they are going

to be putting in $80,000 towards this fight. They've already
spent $20,000, but they are going to go ‘in with us and work
together to fight this battle. That's hard cash money, they've
got it right on the table already. So I gave this message
this morning to them from the delegates of the UBCIC that

we 've gathered about $30,000 up to this morning. That's
$115,000, we've gathered already uvup to now. We need far

more as far as this fight is concerned. It is very encourag-
ing because for the first time in my experience as a leader,
it looks like we are listening to the Elders. We are lis-
tening to our constituents, to people who elect us as Chiefs,
we're listening to the people who are concerned that our

land is going to be stolen, our fishing is going to be stolen,
and our identity has been stolen, Mr, Chairman, for this reason,
I accept this honourary position.to be a Grand Chief. I
thought I was going to be retiring, but it's not really
retirement that you are talking about when you delegate this
responsibility. It requires a lot of work to put together

a2 Senate of Elders, a board of Elders. I would like to get
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some of these Elders like Sylvester, and other people, to help
because it's going to regquire a lot of peoples' mind to be
able to put this together, and to continue the fight that

we have. To conclude, I thank you very much for recognizing
me for the work that I have done in the period that I have
been with you people, and I am glad you did it while I am

still alive. Thank you very much.

STEVEN POINT: The cooks are really getting angry
with me because I've been keeping the conference over, however,
I've been waiting for this moment for quite a few minutes in
terms of the presentation to George. We do have one problem
and that is in relation to the time contraint that I am
going to beg the discretion of the assembly. We have two
choices at this time, perhaps after lunch we won't see as
many delegates as we should, the fact is we have the gentle-
man from Secretary of State with us at this time. We origi-
nally indicated at the Chiefs Council that we would allow
him fifteen minutes to make a presentation. The question
that I have for the delegation is would you like to hear his
presentation, or would you like to eat first. You want to
hear him now? Mr. Burroughs, are you here with us, from

the Secretary of State? I would ask no booing or hissing.

MR. BURROUGHS: Mr. Chairman, Chiefs,-and guests

at the UBCIC Assembly, I must say it is a dangerous thing to

ask a person of my background to speak for only a few minutes,
Basil Ambers, you may know what that means, and some other
people, but I am pleased to have the opportunity, but not

to defend the Secretary of State for the last 114 years, but

to say something about the role of the Secretary of State
Department currently plays in the funding programs for represen-

tative Indian organizations across Canada for the last ten,

« « .+ .183
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almost eleven years, the basic funding programs for the
provincial Indian Status and non-Status organizations has
come from the Naviwve Core Funding Program. For most of that
time, in most of the Provinces, it is meant that there has
has been funding for one provincial Status Indian organiza-
tion and one provincial and regional non-Status Indian
organization. There has been some additions to this in
Ontario and Quebec, and this past year, or the current fiscal
year in British Columbia, this has been altered to allow
tribal councils or district councils, if they had the strong

support of the bands within their areas to receive funding

from the Core
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Funding Program. ,@There has been a lot of concern about this by the

UBCIC and that's not surprising. Because the funds for the brogram

Qz were not increased and it meant that if Tribal Council did not put their

BCRs to support the UBCIQQIF THEY Put thier allocation to the Tribal

F? COUncilJit meant a reduction in—ﬁhe funds for the UBCIC in this case.
The program that has been operating since 1971 is expiring at the end of
fﬁ Mar. and the Sec. of State has said that beé%re éﬁ%ﬁ%rogram-{ﬁ@iﬂ
ks is put in place for next Apr. thst Consultation must take place with
R the prov. Organization that had been using the Core Funding Progaram
E* across Canada and in the case of B.C.,the organized tribal or dist.
— council that have qualified for the funds this year or might in the
ig near future. As a resultjwe are trying in the next few weeks to complete

consultations with all the dist or Tribal councils so that we can find
out one council at a time rather than having them all together as

e v .
happened n=£%rwintert7 #hat the views of the tribal or dist council

: are in this matter. And if it is the strong wish of some tribal council

to be independent and not participate in a provincial association

and their band council continue to support ¥ERXK that position, then
the¥ way the program is at the moment, they would be able to allocate
- their per capitai?share to their own tribal council. It may be that
EE es~the new program which hasn't been w#ritten yet and will not be written

Ehtil the reports are completed on our visits to various dist. and
ﬁ; tribal groups and prov. associations. It may be an entirely g different
34 ~

kind of program and we have to find out what the tribal or district

council that want that program to be and what the prov. associations

want that program to be. During the next two weeks we hope to be
. T meeting with many of the people who are in this room as they participate
. in their particular tribal or dist mxmarixakxmmcouncil and we are
:f, attempting to establish the date and time for a meeting with the
' executive or officers of the UBCIC as well or those who are going to

be abailable to meet with us a couple of weeks from now. It has been

?yﬁ = a very confusing year for this particular program of the Sec of State
%'; because at the same time that there were BCRs being requested by our
Erﬁ dept., the DIA was doing the same thing and they ended up having dif-
[E; ferent dates and there was a lot of confusion which seemed inevitable.
o We hope that we get a clear message from the tribal or dist council
b throughout the prov. and that your own organization, your own new
- executive, I guess it is now will be able to put before us the kind

) of program that they believe the Sec of State ought to have. I'm sure

. they're tired of telling the Sec. of State what the program should be
{;2 but we're being asked once again, now by A new minister, Gerald

E Reagan to insure that we get views of thef{native people and that we
”? try to develop with them a program that is going to provide the core
administrative funding to allow them to do their work and to carry

yﬁ out all their other responsibilities of aboriginal rights and land

claims and social and economic development activities which are so

¥ o important for you. Thank you.
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STEVEN POINT: Okay, you've heard the report. Basically, he is telling

3 :3

o
P

k4

you that he will be coming around to the districts, the tribal coun.
wanting some information whether or not you want your $ allocated

to the dist. or the tribal council or do you want it going to a central
organization? Essentially the same kind of thing that has happened
previously with the department and again a guestion of $. So if

there are any guestions or comments that we can direct to our representa-
tive of the Sec of State here. '

ASIL AMBERSE§FI['d like to ask Bob, how did it come about that we're
’nﬁw’ﬁé{#g forced to make a choice? One of the things that every man
faces and all district councilgfachs the lack of $. Now you're coming
up to us and saying th=t 'Where do you want your $ to go?'

Thélthing to me is a divisive factor. 1Is this designed7

BOB BURROUGHS: TI'm sure that its not designed but there are many people
who suggest that it is<d&sF&meéd. The fSec of State dept. received
proposals)requests, demands from some provincial organizations and

other provincial organizations and tribal councils who were not

participating in the provincial group that's not represented here.
a This happened in 1978 and again in 1979 and 19280. Each time the Sec.
& of state dept. 1= in 78 and 79 t§§z§said 'no its only going to one

provincial oxganization. at's a national program and that's the way
\

it is. But in 1980 when this happened again, the decision was made
) . T LT .
by the Bétlve é;tlzenstﬁhreibﬁgrof the dept ing Ottawa to have a

consultation to write to the dist councils to bring the various

tribal or dist councils together for a meeting and have that as a
principal agenda item for one day of that meeting. At that meeting
the vote was approximately 2-1. It was 11 to 5 in favor of decentra-
= lizing the program or at least allowing tribal groups to be funded by
i it if they had BCR support from their band. That's what happened

as I pointed out earlier ;hazggtjgﬁjmgna¥gilhe funds available, di

not increase, therefore, any support the tribal council /Ameant less

$s for the WERXXprovicial organi%tions and I agree wi&?ayou, it puts

bands and it puts dist. councils and tribal council %ﬂposition where

thet're caught in the squeeze unless there is additional money pro-

vided and guite frankly if people ask advice or suggestions which they

m not do but some of them already have and I said 'I think that you &
)L%QZ;éépressure for an increas%;pot of moneys so that tribal council ‘

and dist council can be funded without neccessarily taking money from

the support of the provincial organization.

STEVEN POINT: Thank you. I would like to point out that you mentioned

earlier that there was a/lot of confusion when this _whkote formula

came about and I know from my districttouncil, it took me a long time
~ to exsctly realize what that whole thing was about. When I did sit
b bac%\aggﬂ%gek at it,—#¥&=we it looked like a government concocted plan
e wheter to divide Indian bands in B.C. If Sec. Of State sat back and
" analized 4l apdegua—tdookere—£ie—thing objectively, they would kmse
\ realizeq that this is what the whole thing was going to do. Yo&re

o asking us now to lobby after the fact. This isn't even the eleventh
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hour we're talking about-=Z®, this has gone pastAl2 o'clock mark and

I think you're asking us now to do your job for you to go and lobby
for $§ for your dept. Thgk you.

Ray Hance: Looks like he's been scalped already. But anyway, Bob,
I just wanted to clarify a point here. You mentioned BCRs a couple

of times and the band that didn't send an@y BCRS this year, the funding
RENXAXKHAREXXB¥what happens to that?

BOB BURROUGHS: If the majority of the bands in a district counc. or
tribal council area allocated their per capita Bhare to the tribal
council in case of the alliance, the alliance was considered as a

: 3 - tribal group. If the majority of the
bands representing the majority of the band membership in those areas
allocated them to that group, then .that's where that money went. In
the case of a trib. council érea where there were 8 bands and 5 small
bands allocated their money to the tribal council, the other 3 bands

that represented the majority of the population allocated theirs, didn't

send BCRs, so a the money for that area went to the UBCIC. And if

you're speaking about Chemaniué?) Thé'Cﬁémainugyat the time that the
letter went out and at the time & the deadline was reachequas a
member as I understand of the alliance. They were certainly listed

on the Alliance in the communication I had with the band office, that
was the cases I think there was a change in codcil just about that
same tpime and the BCR did not come to our department. All the other
bands in the Alliance supported their allocation going to the Alliance
and so their share for all the bands in that area go to the Alliance.
DIA had a different system . Wherever a band asked the@ir mgney to
go, if it was the B.C. Homemakers or whatever, if one band asked their
400.$ to go to one place that's where it went, but the Sec of State
Program said unless it is the vast majority of a dist. or tri council

ea putting their funds in one area that it would not qualify into
%ﬁ program.

RAY HANCE: Well, what you told me over the phone Bob was that if a
BCR didn't come in from my band, then it automatically went into the
UNION., so we didn't pursue it any further.

BOB BURROUGHS: AT The time , this was about April the 15, or just after
the deadline , when you were talking about thég, I was told by your
office that the BCR was in the mail. @&t one point when it didn't arrive
&ken- I phoned back)it still ha;n't arrived and the deadline was there.
At that time, it was my understanding that that's how it was going to
work, that if you did'nt get the BCR in, then it was going on automati-
cally to the Union. In Ottawa, at the ﬂative @itizen'sjﬁﬁrectorate,
they had interpreted it differently that if the majority of bands were
in favor of a tribal council then all the allocation%ngthat area woulgd
go to the tribal councils. If the majority of bands were in favor of ¥
the Union, then all the money would go to the Urnion. I thought, up

until about the middle,of May that the director of the Native Citizens

Directorate and the people handling the program XKA¥X had given the
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bias in favor of the UBCIC. But when they came out with the final
decision that went to the minister, I guess your band is really the
main one that, I can't think of any other¢s where that happened.

In fact, most of the tribal areas were unanimous or almost unaminous.

STEVEN POINT: Thanks Bob, I guess Nov. 8, we'll be meeting with you
and hopefully we'll clear it up from our district but I do think that
it should be known to tgﬁ assembly that we did not pursue it any further
on the strength of the conversation that you and I ‘had‘garfﬂat if the

BCR did'nt come irfg to the Sec. of State, the funding w&&T¥ automatically
went to the Union and the BCR did not come in from the band.

BOB BURROUGHS: I acknowlege that, but if your BCR had come in, in
favor of the Union, the money would still have gone into the Alliance

That's the point I"m making that the majority went the other way, but
you're quite right.

SPEAKER UNINDENTIFIED: When we met with Fred Walchli, kExsaxdxkhxk
about the cal gérvice/4greement, he said it came fg%m £reasury

board for the DIA WHO PUTS the local service agreement to be signed
before we get our capital. Why was that? Because I feel that the
money should be spent th%mlway the—eouneitl -that the people see fit

and because following rtheir regqulations, its not doing the bands anﬁy
good. There's a lot of band that didn't sign it and they didn't get
any $. There's one big band in our dist. that's one of the biggest
bands in the CAriboo Caribou Tribal counciljiiggzif“suffered. It closed
down -their band office. I just wnat to know why we have to send

that Local Service Agreement idorder to get §

STEVEN POINT:

Just a point of clarification, sir. The gentleman we have with us
right now if from the Sec of State and not from DIA. However, th@%ﬁhﬁ,
%ﬁ-may be somebody‘after luenh who could answer that question.
Certainly, if that's a contentiuos issue in terms of Service of
Agreement imnkexmsnzfi I know that theres been a comment that I &
heard before. Are there any gquestions that can be directed to Bob
Burroughs from the Sec of State or is everyone starting to growl at

the smell of the lunch. 15 min is up, the chairman says, so I guess
that cuts us off. I want to thank ABob for coming down from the

Sec of Statéu;nswering—the aguestions. I'm sure you will all be able

to get intouch with him throughout the convention or the rest of the
day if he's going to be around. Thank you for coming down and making

a presentation. One fin@k/thing before lunch is served, there's a
raffle that has got to be drawn and I'm going to ask Wilfred Sylvester
to do the draw for us. It's for the totem pole that you see standing
in front of us hexe, its worih $500. Its carved by Roy Spect and the
tickets were for'%& each and the proceeds are going to the constitution
Express. We'll get Wilfred to draw the winning ticket and whoever wins
can take their prize with them then we can break for lunch. Are there
anymore tickets" Apparently the ruling here is that you must ﬁbe here

to win the prize so if you're not present, then you cannot win.
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~ You want to sell som#more tickets before we have the draw. Okay we
o will wait till after lunch before draw. Anybody else who hasn't

bought any tickets please do so. We will reconvene at 10 to 3.
Thank you.

Steven POint: I'm going to call the convention to order now. The
first item on the agenda that we must deéi with at this timeks the
resolutions. As I understand that‘therejﬂzgfcﬁgzztﬁ there are 3?
Andy : I'd like to put somethlng on the floor before the
resolutions., Its in regard to the paper that. was handed out earlier.
1h_regasés—tc the Indain Act. Sec. lzaé B. I think we're going to
have to take a look at this. Besides Sec 12'3& B, theyebgoing to be
remoY;ng Sec. 10‘11, 12, 14)16—3, 48, 109 and any other sections
contpning discriminatory aspects based on sex. I think we have to

have a talk as to whether we're going to allow legislations to be passed

telling us who should live on reserve because under these changes, the
¥ white person or non-Indian can come onto the resexve and have boarding
#ﬁ rights and if the white—guyéy¥ﬁén they still retain the rights they

gﬁd before, but I'd like to get some discussions on this whether we're

ses)
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going to be supporting this, rejecting it or whatever.

STEVEN POINT: Cextainly a valid point in terms of the control of
Indian reservations and Indian control. Is there any question ox

comment in regard to the issue that Andy has brought up here.

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: Just looking around the room, there doesn't look
like we have very many bands left here and I think it wSﬁld be kind of
fruitless exercise if we got a minority group cid

But I think what Andy has brought up, I think A§9§§$§§»£§§
the Union to get a letter out to Indian Affairs and to the bands to

give us time as individual bands to respond to these
at the band level.

the majority

instruct

proposed changes
or district level. : ™

déal wl i ey
SECONDED %‘f’ HI\TDV
E‘ STEVEN POINT: - Pe—you wiSt-to second—it2ndy?—He agrees —withr—the motion:

Its been--duly-moved--and_seconded. In regards to this legislation dealing

with reservationﬂ control of reservations, a letter to Indian Adfairs

be sent out reaquesting the bands be given time to respond to these

changes in legislation, that the UBCIC be so instructed to sen%ﬁ letter
of this nature.

Andy : I think that this has to be acted upon real quick because
in this package it s got the whole strategy lined up as to how fast
£ they are going to be moving on this and who's gonna be involved when
they pass this. I think it has to be acted on right away.

STEVEN POINT: IS Bob Manuel in?
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: Thank you Steve. You guys threw the wrong hairs out

of that box. I just wanted to agree with §4aAndy that I ink that there
should be guicker action . I was just discussing with Andy just a few
minutes ago, document he hasgﬁéiﬁgrojected-g 40 year budget.
We're too slow acting on it. I think we might as well shut up for the
%ﬁ next 40 years according to that budget so its a very important issue
that should be brought forward and acted upon right away. I I=ke-
§2 €% admit that I haven't read the document thoroughly myself, but just
i the points that Andy and myself discussed. 1It's very disturbing.

ROBERT MANUEL: 1In respect, I've reviewed that document and that was
53 the section I zeroed in on and I started to apply pressure but a
N resolution would really help in terms of giving specifics to mmxthe
minister as to our opposition in that respect. and in the other
sections, I think that the whole thing needs to be reviewed very
carefully and the idea of having /a) fJJL&Q~CELGMJ
would -be really helpful too in terms of what we're going to do with
the whole positon.

STEVEN POINT: So you've heard the motion. Is there any question

or discussion on the motion

Qans P \
Mr Akl aTh (Campbell River)

This is the reason why I travelled 250 miles to come to this
convention to see if this was brought¥f I'd like to ask maybe if there
are any Sii?—presidents here 'what precaugstions did the people -dFa=the
~—pedopte do when they were in Ottawa with respect to the NIB and to

the Native Council of Canada? Is this the same activity that was

rendered when this discussion was brought up to them by the ministerial

portfolio with respect to axrticle 12 in the Indian .Act

o s o Sl
STEVEN POINT: Is there any of the vice-presidentsJwho can shed some
light on this particular guestion? '

Euc.u !_\‘s:-aﬁ.‘lq,; )

Mr. ; ° I have a suggestion for the delegates when they go

[F home because this is already an act like that paper you people have

Eh seen, I seen long ago. .As< all this problem with the

non-status issue with respect to the marriage sections in the Indian

Act, why not just put an addition in the Indian Act for the men who
marry white people to have the same thing that happen to them that
happen to the women because that was the traditional factor. Otherwise

there's going to be no natives in existance one day. Thank you.

b

2 STEVEN POINT: Your original questionxk®xkkak as I understood was “m=
regard to—ene of the-eox directed gF Teast-to one of the vice-presidents
and there are responsesgcoming fiﬁﬂ%rd to the legislationﬁ, is that

correct. And then you suggested’ to rectify thex¥egws¥ambiprm situation
that &t legislation could be added.
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Mr. QUAKISALA: Well the way I answered you Mr. Speaker, is that,

we're not entertaingfing thé subject today that is going to be brought

to the district lev%l} to 1 the band level, which isn't efficient at this
time with respect to what the parliament is doing in Ottawa. To end

the solution of that big budget that everybody complained about, the
non-status womentgggﬁ married to white people well, just add an addition
to the act, instead of deleting certain portions to the act , add to

it and include the native man who marries to the woman that ish't of
status origin. The other question‘that-a%w&ys—seemeé—%e~be{/didn't come
with respect to theNIB was it was the same as this quorum today, it
wasn't passed around to the delegation till the assembly was just about
over and like the other speakers said it is a very serious issue with
respect to the future prospects of our bands on the community level.

It is going to cause more disruption than we've ever had before. I'm
surprised that it wasn't one of the major topics here. I'm not
suggesting that the constitution isn't important either, but with

respect to the legeislative pxmxmsmxm powers that have been dominating
us.

Wayne Christian: This whole thing on Sec 12B on the Indian Act has
been talked about for a number of years now ever since it was intro-
duced in the 1950s. I think it was the 1950s in the amendment to the
Indian Act. I think its a serious issue that should be dealt with in
one way or another and I think a letter directed to the minister has
to be really strong in terms of the positionxmfxkke that has been taken
in the past by this organization and the 5ands. Why is the government
introducing legislation where they're trying to control citizenship of
a community at the level of the house of commons. There has to be
something that could be done so that specific regulations céﬁerning
citizenship and rights of the individual in the communities. It

has to be controlled within the communities. I think those type of
things have to go out and thats the position that has been taken in
the past. I think it should be consistent with that. Khd:fgééggz;hiﬁm
It also gives the bands the opportunity to discuss more fully\ihat has
to'be talked about. I understand that they're trying to introduce

in Nov. sitting in the house which is not too long away. The other
thing I would like to add, like I got a hold of this document of the
Shuswap Tribal council meeting in Neskainlith(I think) I took it to
my council and I took it té my people and the immediate reaction was
why are we giving rights to non-Indian people that nobody should get
rights. How can you get rights when you'ré not even an Indian person?
Those kind of things were talked about in the community in the ways we
can deal with that. I htink there have been many women that have been
hurt by this section of the Indian Act. Many children have been hurtg
in terms of the way the communitys themselves have dealt with it.
They've ostracized those people from the community and I don't think
thats right. because they are of our blood, they are of our people.

I think quite cle;;&g§}n my mind that, & this whole thing with
Section 12 1-B the way the Canadian Government even acted on this

issue was when it was brought to UN#¥ committe on civil and political
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w rights, again shows to me that outside pressure in terms

4 inte;nation@%olitics that are béing played are important. “One of the
% things that the government is atteﬁ%in\to do when it ocmes to the

: whole document that is put before usis to throw a scare tactic into
the non-Indian people in terms o&-money, to talk about a 40 billion

dollar budget over the next 40 years or something like that. I think

its one of the things we've got to have careful consideration of in
§5 terms of when we do table a postion with the minister. Like i've said
N I think we should reaffirm the positon we have taken in the past and

I think 2 assemblies ago in terms of membership. Ithink it should be
pursued more fully. Thank you.

—

& . Mr. Chairman, the point that I wanted to

= make is easy to understand. We had a traditional pattern before the

%ﬁ Europeans come and I was wondering why all the chiefs and delegation

m that are approached on this issue have never recommended that we

2 follow our traditional laws with respect to keep our identity, with
respect to this assembly and all the other assemblies that have beeh

2]

held over this issue and this wasn't presented properly befoerby the

EER TS

NIB or any other organization in the country so that it would have
e prevented this case from going to the UN and establish that we do have
' our own laws and fundamentalS that we function by.

et

Eﬁ I've been a national representative for the Undion
for the last year at least and I will say that without a doubt that we
Fﬁ have presented the positiomyiaerggiéen standing behind it. The position
‘ taht we have is that the control over citizenship belong to the Indian
r? governments of the band level. That includes the chief council and
v people there because its our position that only the people of the
e community know who members of their family are. The work that needs
? o0 be done by the bands is to put together the kind of legislation or
— to put together the kind of law there and enforce it in the way that
you want to control the citizenship. That's been our positon and we've
stuck wgith that positon. With reference with this piece of legislation
3 thats coming ,I see it as a response to that because we've told the
) government tkat regardless of what you say the responsibility foxr
r' -{ citizenship belongs to the Indian Govt. on the band level. I think what
i‘ they're doing in this bill is trying to get a handle on it, because I thin&
e there are many bands that are exercising that right already and beginning
: to pursue it mflore. So to try to get a handle on us and get us under
- control, they've introduced this legislation. I think what we have to
. don we—havgate pursue it even harder. We have to develop our own laws
\\ﬁin our communities about citizenship and that extends right into
? constitutuions. That the same thing, the reason that the Indian govt.
} {3 bill is coming in is because they're afraid that we're going to deve-
J‘ 5 lop our own constitution and if we did develop our_own constitution
B <. . - - -
3 we would be exercising our own sove;lenty and ou7’aborlglnal rights ;:226
r and they're afraid that that will happen so they’re trying to get a

handle on it by putting something in. We have opursued it. There's

o no question in my mind that we have pursued it.
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I think, Bob, that I was trying to understand
the information that I see in the newspaper and all the people who

have attended back east is why do the big organizations still follow

native improvement act of 1926 when that impeaches our strength with

. ,respect to going through them with different articles and resolutions
E% and different briefs that are submitted to the minister. Like , were
the people in the United Nationg contacted by the traditional chiefs,
the chiefs that hold council in Canada and presented their side of
the greivance instead of the one-~sided brief going into the UN. That's
what I'm asking. Like you have the party~hey that submitted theiff
case, was there a brief submitted at the same time by the chiefs of

g% Canadaon the Lovelace case? Because its a precedent setting thing of

s the legislation of Canada now has an instrument to use against us.

That's going to throw us at least 30 years back. I just wanted to voicngw
my opinion on that because its going to concern us when we get homeQ{ﬁﬁ%ﬁg
BOB MANUEL: I'm not familiar with , ; don't know what the NIB done IW\GM
or the National Council of Chiefs in this respect. The Council

of ChieféJﬁust new in forming. I n#ever heard of anything the NIB

did.

STEVEN POINT: Again I have to point out, whenever direction is
recommended by any delegate that the way we like to take consensus

in terms of direction is either through consent or through some kind of
indication through the form of resolution. So if you'd like to give
the executive direction, I would suggest please do so in form of a

motion so that some kind of consensus can be taken. We're going to

move on to the resolutions. Question has been called, Are there

any resolutions. Chair stands corrected. Dennis Alphonse's recommen-
dation to go forward from the UBCIC DIRECTLY to the DIA to give conéid—

erations in terms of the legislation changes. Question has been

called on the motion. There's quite likely discussion on the motion.
I'1ll ask all those in favor of the motion please signify in the usual
manner. All those opposed? MOTION CARRIED.

I'm going to turn the chair over to the resolutions committee, Arnold
Adolph.

=

Brnold Adolph: Okay, I have 3 resolutions, 2 will be handled by myself

1 by Chief WAyne Christian, A /LJ o
QoaobkTome) 42, g b Adoph 3 oy ) Bl gy
CHIEF WAYNE CHRISTIAN(following Res. #3) I'd just like to say, I've

~ been sitting here for the last 3 days, I haven't been saying very much
F

But sitting right next to the Right ¢Hon John L. George, we were
- discussing this resolution earlier and we talked about the things that
gf were being discussed earlier this morning in terms of the programs
and the type of fragmented approach that has developed in this
g%g%ﬁ. province in terms of our rightsyf One of the things that we've got
to understand is that wﬁhen approach and develop organizations we

seem to be dealing only with progarms. The only time we've sat forward
are things like
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and the things like the B. C. budget Task Force and things dealing

with programs. We're just dealing in the administrative level. Many

of our tribal councils and our dist council and many of our band

councils HHAXHEXIBXXE are really involved in the administration of

programs. I said this yesterday, if all those programs were effective

and would work then many of the problems in our communities would be
solved, but I think we've neglected one thing. That's the declaration
of our ancestors. Throuch the develooment of the constituion that can
confederate our people together on the basis of aboriginal title and

aboriginal rights. We can futher our cause not only here within our

own country but also in other nations in the world. I believe this
gﬁ“‘be difficult if we go to one of the governments in the world and
say that we're an organization and say that we're getting monies ferm
the government and we're fighting that government with that money.

Its going to be pretty hard for them to believe us. I believe quite
strongly that we have to start developing something with the people

and where our declarations have some meat to it. We can move in

this direction that the things we're talking about in terms of the lost

word, in terms of our ancestors can be put to work. I believe that

we're in the stage of our development where people are beginning to

e see that all the times we've gone to the federal government over our
[ concerns they've always handed us money to solve the problem, but the
money has not done much good because native people depended on the

ket state, depended on that government. We've got to break that attitude,

ty

I hear people say, 'well, that guy owns an Indian car, oh yeah, I know

. ) . . .
that's an Indian house.' You know in your mind what he's talking about
that's a run down car, that house has got broken windows, brokén doors.

That's the image we're projecting to our people, to our young people
and thats wrong. That's not right at all. We've got to be able to
project to the young people, that as Indian People)we've got the right
to have good homes that we can build ourselves. We've got the right to

own vehicles that we buy ourselves.j 2nd that being Indian is not to have

those negative connoctations to itjf/ that we live in run down houses,
wfe own run down cars, we live in a reserve that has a high unemployment
rate. That's the kind of image that I always hear and it disturbs me.

think if this resolution does pass or it doesn't pass, I think that
WOt géfng to continue anyway, because I believe quite strongly, that

theres got to be another system, our owE_EXEEgngiﬂgonernmeniahaﬁ.

got to be developed and its got to be developed strogny. If you look

—t,

E%ﬁ all around you we keep saying that this is our land, these are our fish,
—Ehese are our animals, that they were given to us b§“§fcreator of all
% _ good things to look after and protect forlfuture generations, and—those
th Yyet=mihorys All thﬁprograms in the worldé not going to stop that one.
% X The assimilations is taking placeaggggggg\gs soon as we hook ourselves

[N

/ . . i " =" .
up to that programs we're assimilating ourselves into their system and
we'v§/got to stop that, so I beleive that if we can establish a

constitution or confederation of all the Indian govt. in G.B.C.,

T

b Bl

THAT IS SELF sufficient in its own right, where it can involve the
people, the young people, the o%ﬁmfeople, our elected chief and

- councils and even those people that-live in the cities who are forcegd
to
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to move there because their way of life at home is destroyed by the

resource development. We've got to move to develop that because its

importantxiﬁéen we return from Europe, form Londonthat work is going to
have to take place because the battle ground is going to be in our
communities. T see many of the people are not involved, and we stand
up here and talk about the people and that's not right, we've got to
start involving them. The indian Child Caravan was an example of how
we involved the people that were affected by something that destroyed
families, took peoples lives and destroyed our communities. It saddens
my heart to hear that many of the bands have taken that issue up and

done something with it. Because that is the future of our children.

There is no other resource in our community that we can rely on be-
cause we don't project a positive image of being a strong Indian person
to those young people they'll grow up thinking that to be Indian is to
be in the negative things we always hearand thats wrong. There are
Ag>ﬁany things that happened in our communities since that ICC, which are

good because our people were involved in that and the children were

involved in that, our elders were involved in thatour whole council

and myself were involved in that process. I know that there's still

to this day a lot of our children are being taken from their homes angd
placed in non-Indian families throughout this province. Still,

I guess only hope, that when we return from our trip overseas that we
can pick up that battlecry again for our children and do something abou
it. Sometime in early spring in Tsequate, Chief Paddy Walkus' communi-
ty, his village. His community and my community can get together and
hold a follow-up gathering for that ICC . Once again we can pick up

where we left off and hopefully we can protect more children and get

more people involved. This idea of a provisional govt. is nothing
new in my mind cause we've done it in the past to the number of

declarations of our chiefs before us put forward to the govt. Gradually

we've got to organize it well enough, and strong.enough so that all

people are involved..: I think its crucial that we do thsi. One of the

things thathave been concerning me is the way that we run our own

issues all the time, we go in circles and a lot of times I feel that
the words that we talk before these mikes and before the people aren't
o really coming form the heart, they're just coming form the mouth and
é' the mind anfd thats not good. I think it's important that we really

seriously consider looking ath this proposal that's laid before you,

cause as I said its important for our people to get together, not just

as elected officials representatives of our communities, but all people
3 I said before that when people speak govts listen. 2 exmamples are
” the ICC and ICE to Ottawa and now to Londin. Consider that.. The res-
olution is there, I hope it generates some discussion and I hope you
really seriously thing about it.Thank ygu

The resolution that was read, really sounds
- great. The only thing that we don't want to go into the whitemans' laws
ﬁ The constitution that we're going to write for ourselves that something

that is going to do something good for own people.#ardxwaxdz® O've heard
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SOCIETYS ACT, that's the only thing that we don't want to do. As long
as we do it for ourselves, we'll do it witout govt or anybody else
telling us. And that's waht we done in spite of .2=&@f%=tlhrecourtwith the
fishereis, we had and Indian court right in the long house and we beat
them on their own laws and our own laws was better than theirs. I think
its the way we should do with the, if it ever goes their that we hav

eour own constituion and we do not register usnder the societies
Acet.

STEVEN POINT: Thank you Arnold.,tkrtaninly not an easy task to go
through some resolutions. Although we.ﬁ% had a fairly busy day to
day there is one other item on athe agenda that I have to check with
the organzer of the converntion to see if we've dealt with the item
or not and that is the one registered :Floor is opened for delegates
to share and exchange with people going to the Constitution Express

to Europe. Apparently that is scheduled for 3:00 on the agenda and

on inquiring about this particular item they indicated to me that this
was in fact taken care of yesterday in regards to the gquestion that
was actually. I wonder if there are any other items that need to be
added to the agenda. I know there were some questions this morning

in regard to a few items= IThere was a questiog;as to whether the

Union had taken a position on the Jay Treaty and I for one do not know

whether the Union had taken a positon on theat or whether they were

going to.or what the positionwas on the Jay Treaty.

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: The guesiton of what was going to be onthe

agenda for this conference was discussed at South Island and there®s |§
- N

a couple of things that wewhnted to air out here, jts'nhot on the;

agenda I don{t know if it was considered at all but for one Master

F; Tuition Agreement and it was brought up at ehPenticton and Fred

' Walchli was confronted with it but we wanted to know if there's any
o knw development on it and the other was in regards to the rebate
gi on B.C. Hydro taxation. We made our position clear inlCowichan as
to how we want to spend it and we don't know where its at but I
understand the other bands arein all B.C. is supposed to get together
on it and I know for ones in the Forum was trying to have that money
£ directed to them so that they can spend it the way they want it. I

don't think thats the way is shoud be as far I'm concerned.

STEVEN POINT: I wonder if we could have someone form the staff of
o= the organization, Bob. there's a questions that have come up with
£ regard to the Master Tuition Agreement and the rebate for B.C. Hydro

taxation, is there someone here who can answer these gquestions?ROBER

ROBERT MANUEL: Well, I can only share waht I know. I've been assingned

specifically on the constitution and being a nationa representative
for the Union during the past year so I haven't got the specific
> answers to these guestions. One thing I can answer is in relation to
% the taxation money, I understand that the Regional forum has set ;up

— some kind of a corporate body and its their intention to encompass the
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taxation money from the Lillian Brown case in to that corporation

r
i,
I

¢

along with the First Citizens Fund and band revenue funds and band
capital funds, I can't remeber the other sources but just about all
the souces of funds, there's about 20 of them supposed to be lumped

under that body of taxation money was one of those and I know that
in the Central Interior we had pulled out of that body, I guess we

were sort of part of it and we pulled out of that body and I don't

know what will happen with the corporation now. I think somebody who

was serving during the last term could answer these guestions better
thatn I could.

Arnold Adolf:I think I have one legal guestion to ask on the issue on

the floor. I'm wondering what Bobby has just mentioned infringes

on the rights of an individual? Can we have some legal definition on it

The reason why I ask ,Mr. Chairman, is that I understand that there's
a 'lot of bucks involed to an indivifual and I'm just wondering if its

legal for these people. Like I say, I think it infringes on the

=D

an individuals rights. 1Its a legal cuestion that has to be answered.

Steven Point. Are you saying that the tax dollars are in effect
belonging to the individual person being assigned to a larger

body is an infringements on the individuals rights to that money?

That 1s precisely what I mean.

STEVEN POINT: Certainly that's a question that I've never heard
anybody expound on, I think the case was won, it was an issue htat
the $s in fact had to go back to the people, but then the guestion

arose in what form? How is it going to go back and who is it going
back to?

Dennis had mentioned earlier the Master Tuition Agreement.
I don't know if there is anybody here that is involved in that issue.

Is there anyone here who's been involved that can shed some light

i on thhat particular issue? From the staff or from any of the other
53 tribal goru!s? I know that one of the things that happened in the

4 Union of Chiefs staff that since the funding have been cut back they
F- had to centralize a lot of their staff and pull them from other

¢ program areas and put them on the constitutional dilemma and since

their priority had become the constituion some of the areas in the

5 other the work in other ares had not been carried on with simply
E because of the urgency of the constitution so I don't know if there's

?g actually been any progress in terms of the Master Tuition Agreemsnts
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§E :In terms of the question on the
k- Master Tuition Agreement, the point to which its gotten and has been
= stalled is that we've had our postion together on that for about a
Eﬁ year based on all the meetings and the workshops and negotiations
were begun with the Regional office wxkhxk¥k® of Indian Affairs

in getting the province to sit down sometime last fall Mr. Walchli
said that the reional Forum and other groups have yet to get thier
position further. So it hasn't moved forward to any kind of nego-
tiation unatil I guess the other groupes have sat down and developed
their own position as to what they are going to negotiate with the
province and the dept. As far as the fUnion's side is concerned,

it hasn't moved beyond that poin%.

CHIEF DENNIS ALPHONSE: I think to. clear up that B.C.Hydro taxation
I would prepare to make a motion, so that the new executive and the
Union can act on it on behalf of the member bands.

MOTIOﬁ%THATthe new executive and legal staff would iook into the B.C.
Hydro taxation rebate to write a letter to B.C.Hydro to find how
much money is involved and to how those bands gan have those money
released to individual bands.

I think Its up to the bands and the membership to determin how they're
going to spend it. I know as far as individuals are concerﬁed, they
say that you have to have receipt as far back as they've been taxed,
but no one is going to be able to do that. I think its going E@ have
to be done collectively so I think it 'will be up to the 2l bands
bands as to how they want to spend that money or how they are going

to use it.

Motion Seconded by Howard Wale

CARRIED

DAVID PAUL: TSARTLIP BAND)I wanted to inquire if the people here

— who have been involved iwth Can. Manpower Training Programs that they
gz are now coming into a process with Fed and Prov agrrements on training
programs and I would like to see that a motion be passed here that we
%: return Canada Manpower Training Programs back to the DIA where it
. belongs. I don't know if anyone is waware like under the Summer
i gf Student Program is involved in the same thing and are no longer

reguiring those fundings. I would like toﬂgggg_a motion that Can

Manpower Be returned back to DIA.
CARRIED (SECONDED BY: )
STEVEN POINT: I understand from talking to Bernard Charles who

works for the Immigration and Manpower Dept., they are just recently

this week are having a meeting about those training $s and decisions
are being made as a matter of fact. 1Is there any oter hugiress

under the other Business that needs to be brought up or needs attention
of the assembly?
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HOWARD WA LE : While we are still on the question of motions
I would Jiske to have a question related to a motion passed on the 12th
General Assembly. It involves the Health Portfolio. The motion
reads WHEREAS the Indian way of life demands that the future generation
will continue to exist throughthe protection of the Indian Nations
and WHEREAS there has been reports of Indian women having been
sterilized by the medical profession without their consent and their
knowledge, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVEDthat the Health and Social develop
ment Portfolio of the UBCIC fully investigate these allegations and
report their findings to the Chiefs council within the next year.
This was duly moved by yours truly and seconded by Wayne Christian.
I'm just wondering if the Health Portfolio has an answer to this

motion.

ROSALEE That was one of the res%&utlons (2) that we could

not work on this year because when yeuulook into the question we know

that it was going to take a lot of resources and a lot of people.

Its bigger than we thought it was, we've discovered that there's a

lot of sterilization going on around and its going to take a big
effort to launch the investigation and we'll have to work on that htis

year I think to put some proper plans into place.

— ———

£ STEVEN POINT: Again , a question of manpower and time that was the

i' problem last year in regards to the funding situation has certainly

o taken its toll. It does not mean these questions will not be dealt

?f with, its jus£ a matter of time. Are there any other guestions or

o issues that need to be dealt with? I'm going to call upon our elder

E then to make a closing remark to the convention.

e

: Before we close this assembly, I want to thank the won-

o serful chiefswho travelled over here to iron out all the problems we

B have and I also want to thank the public that just came here, not

¢ being a representativ e but to share in the problems, that's the way

= I want to see it. As I've said before we want to hold hands together

: all Indians and hand in hand to iron out our problems, therefore, I

— want to thank everybody that's in here, I know some of them have left

: and I still want to thak them and I want to say a few words to the
new president I want him to have courage and have faith in his leaders

to have a strong mind in keeping up this Union of Chiefs fighting
for the things we want to accomplish. This much I have to say at this
time. Thank you.

STEVEN POINT: I will chll on Abel Joe to make the closing prayer

for the assembly. Before I do so I want to thank who remained this
afternoon, no doubt its a time consuming thing, taking time away from
your family, from your bands from your day to day responsibility, to
be here to listen to the resolution to take part in the discussion,

I want to thank you folks the ones that have come to participate and
share in the information. I wish you all a safe jouney home. I just
want to thank you for coming and attending the 13th General Assembly




